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A Song at Twilight 


By Eloise Wade Hackett 


A star peeps out... asecond... third... 
Far worlds created by His word... . 
Embracing all Infinity — 
He still can hear a prayer from me! 


yg 
The Day of Ferocious Men 


Perilous times are upon us. The 
Church of Christ has known they would 
come ever since Paul wrote by inspira- 
tion: “This know also, that in the last 
days perilous times shall come” (2 Tim. 
3:1). We do not get the full force of 
his description in English, but the word 
he used is chalepoi, which has the con- 
notation of ferocious rather than dan- 
gerous. It is used in the New Testa- 
ment in only one other place and that 
a significant one. The two possessed 
with devils, coming out of the tombs 
of Gadara, were “exceeding fierce 
{chalepoi], so that no man might pass 
by that way” (Matt. 8:28). Of one of 
them Mark says, “No man could bind 
him, no, not with chains” (5:3). The 
unclean spirit within him had the name 
of Legion, “for we are many.” What a 
word for our closing age, — “ferocious,” 
as if indwelt by a multitudinous army 
of restless, fierce, and malignant spirits, 
full of violence and cruelty! Many 





signs point to the near return of the 
same One who drove out the legion of 
evil spirits. And when the Lord Jesus 
comes to establish his righteous reign 
on earth, none of the powerful and 
wicked forces that are devastating the 
nations today will be able to withstand 


him. 
7 
The Sword Overhead 


There would seem to be more swords 
hanging just overhead, for many a child 
of God today, than ever before. Dan- 
gers, afflictions, tribulations of every sort 
multiply. Shall our hearts therefore fail 
us for fear? God forbid! That is the 
lot of the unsaved world, but not of 
God’s children. A Christian man, a few 
years ago, wrote to an intimate friend 


& 


who was standing with him in prayer: 
“A sword over my head has become as 
familiar as a chandelier! And I sup- 
pose God knew this is just what I 
needed, for it is just what I never had 
financially for nearly fifty years. Thank 
you again for your years of faithful help. 
I’ll soon be off your mind one way or 
the other, and either way is all right.” 
That is faith, not fear. God did not let 
that sword of financial failure fall, and 
this Christian man had occasion to thank 
God for a very wonderful and complete 
deliverance, in a way totally unexpected. 
In the case of other children of God the 
divine love and wisdom may let finan- 
cial loss, suffering, ill health, or other 
testing come; but even in such experi- 
ences nothing “shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
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May We Expect Revival Today? 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D., President of Columbia Bible College 


AY we expect a world-wide re- 
M vival in the Body of Christ be- 

fore Christ returns? Is it right 
that we should pray for such a revival? 
Or is the coming of the Lord so immi- 
nent that prayer for revival would be 
in the nature of putting something be- 
tween the present moment and the re- 
turn of Christ? 


THREE DIFFERENT ViEWwsS AzsouTt REVIVAL 


There are three answers given to this 
question as to whether we may expect 
a revival. 

The first answer is that no such world- 
wide revival will come. The predicted 
apostasy of the church is so far ad- 
vanced, according to this view, that it 
must continue and it will not be halted 
by revival. Moreover, signs of the near 
coming of Christ multiply so rapidly 
that there seems no room for revival. 
Again, it is argued that all the signs are 
against such a world-wide revival in 





This is the first part of an article reprinted 
from Messages and News (May, 1940), issued 
by Columbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C. 
The concluding part will be published in next 
week’s issue of the Times. 


the Body of Christ. Local revivals may 
be expected here and there, but no 
great spiritual movement throughout the 
world. 

This view has been referred to by 
Dr. Paul Rood, president of the World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Association, as 
“the defeatist attitude.” It would dis- 
courage prayer for revival or any ex- 
pectation of revival. 

The second: answer given to the ques- 
tion is: We cannot say that there will 
not be a world-wide revival, and since 
it is our duty at all times to pray for 
spiritual quickening, we should pray for 
revival. There is no assurance, however, 
that such a prayer will be answered 
before Christ’s coming. 

The third view is that we should pray 
in faith for world-wide revival and ex- 
pect that it will come. This view is 
based on a conviction that the Scriptures 
encourage us to expect a great world- 
wide revival before the coming of Christ. 


Wuat Revivat Is 


Before considering such Scriptures, let 
us ask what is meant by revival. The 
Church of Christ began in an over- 
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whelming revival, when the Holy Spirit 
was poured out at Pentecost. The im- 
mediate result was that all of the mem- 
bers of that first church, about 120, were 
baptized into the Body of Christ, united 
with Christ and joined to one another, 
and were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 
The first result, as the Gospel was 
preached in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
was that about 3,000 souls were added 
in that day. This is a rather remark- 
able proportion, to have 3,000 souls 
added to a church of 120 souls in one 
day. 

What are the marks of a church liv- 
ing in revival power? In the closing 
verses of the second chapter of Acts, some 
of these characteristics are suggested. 
They all continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ teaching. The Word of God 
is honored in every revival. The super- 
natural truths of redemption are held 
in a unity of conviction. They continued 
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steadfastly in fellowship. The unity of 
the Spirit, a deep love for one another, 
an absence of criticism, all these are 
marks of a church in revival. They 
continued in the breaking of bread, in 
remembrance of the death of the Lord 
Jesus. The living Lord is the center of 
such a church, and it glories in the cross. 
They continued steadfastly in prayer. 
A revived church is a praying church. 
Then we read of the effect upon those 
outside the church. “Fear came upon 
every soul.” There is very little fear 
evident today among the unsaved. A 
church in revival power will bring be- 
fore men the reality of eternal things 
and the certainty of God’s judgment. In 
that early church special miracles were 
wrought at that time. _The revival re- 
versed their views of money and posses- 
sions. “No man considered that aught 
that he had was his own. This principle 
(Continued on page 791) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Are Not Secret Believers Saved? 


May I come to you with a perplexing 
question? One learns to have such confi- 
dence in those who conduct the paper 
that the opinions expressed are of great 
value. 

One of God's truly born-again ones 
told me with such authority a few days 
ago that there is no hope held out in the 
Scriptures for those who do not confess 
Jesus Christ before men, quoting of course 
Romans 10:9, Matthew 10:32 with the paral- 
lel passage in Luke 12:8. My heart is not 
disturbed; I know that some of God’s 
children wander along peculiar by-paths; 
but I was informed that “practically all of 
the fundamental believers considered that 
to be the meaning of the Word, that is, 
on this point.” Since the “point” has to 
do with the welfare of a soul throughout 
eternity, it is important to me. 

God gave me the privilege of witness- 
ing for him on a foreign mission station 
during these last six years, the present 
war being responsible for my again be- 
ing in the homeland. Numbers of Jews 
heard the message of salvation during 
those years in Vienna, and many turned 
to him for the forgiveness of sins through 
faith in Christ. A healthy Christian wit- 
nesses, that I know, but there were those 
whose outward circumstances seemed to 
keep their tongues tied, so far as their 
fellow men are concerned. But we mis- 
sionaries saw evidences of Life within. 

Is it I who am on the “by-path,” or is 
this other child of God too sweeping in 
her statement concerning the number who 
may believe thus? I should be so glad 
to help her if she is wrong, and be helped 
if I am. I am sure you understand the 
reason for my question. 

Please pardon my bothering you with 
this, but there has been and is such joy 
in proclaiming the completed work of 
Christ on the Cross, and confusion in add- 
ing anything to it. Thank you for all the 
blessing THe Sunpay Scnoot Tres has 
brought this missionary. I believe I can 
truthfully say that it was the most valued 
of the periodicals which came to me.—A 
New York reader. 


There are so many Scriptures declar- - 


ing that the way of salvation is faith 
in Christ as one’s personal Saviour that 
Tue SuNDAy ScHOOL TrMEs would indeed 
hesitate to affirm that no “secret be- 
liever” is saved, —that is, that one who 
has really received Christ as personal 
Saviour, but has not made confession 
of this before men, is lost. 

It is true that the passages given to 
the New York reader as a reason for 
making public confession a condition of 
salvation may seem to limit salvation to 
this, if all the other Scripture passages 
on the subject are ignored. The pas- 
sages quoted are these: “If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath ‘raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto sal- 
vation” (Rom. 10:9, 10). “Whosoever 
therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess also before my Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32). 
There is no question, therefore, that 
those who believe in Christ as their per.- 
sonal Saviour, and confess this belief 
with the mouth, are saved. But these 
passages do not say that those who truly 
believe in their hearts that Christ died 
for their sins, and was raised again from 
the dead, and who receive him as their 
personal Saviour but do not make con- 
fession of this before men, are lost. That 
such confession is the normal and right 
thing to do there can be no question. 
But that there have been secret believers 
in Christ, saved because of their true 
belief, from. the days of Joseph. of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus until today, 
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there would seem to be equally no ques- 
tion. 

Here are some of the many passages 
of Scripture declaring the simple way of 
salvation: 

“He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But AS MANY AS RE- 
CEIVED HIM, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” 
(John 1:11-13). 

“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that wxHo- 
SOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life” (John 3: 
16). 

When the Philippian jailor, under con- 
victien and about to commit suicide, 
cried out to Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” at once came 
the inspired answer: “BELIEVE ON THE 
Lorp Jesus CurIst, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:30, 31). 
The same passage in Romans 10 that 
mentions confession with the mouth con- 
tains also these two statements: “Wuo- 
SOEVER BELIEVETH ON HIM shall not be 
ashamed.” “For WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL 
UPON THE NAME OF THE LorD shall be 
saved.” 

“To him that worketh not, but BE- 
LIEVETH ON HIM THAT JUSTIFIETH THE UN- 
GODLY, his faith is counted for righteous- 
ness” (Rom. 4:5). 

“For BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED THROUGH 
FAITH; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9). 

After the prayer for salvation from 
the lips of the dying thief on the cross, 
and the assurance given by the Lord 
Jesus to him that he was saved, there 
is no record of any confession of his 
salvation from the lips of the save 
thief (“Luke 23:42, 43). : 

Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus 
were evidently secret believers in 
Christ, but we have no record of their 
public confession of him (John 19:38, 
39). 

Another significant fact bearing on the 
question is this: while there are no 
passages of Scripture saying that those 
who do not confess Christ with their 
lips are lost, there are passages declar- 
ing that those who do not believe in 
Christ are lost. In Mark’s account of 
our Lord’s last Words to his disciples 
we are told that Christ said, “he that 
believeth not shall be damned [that is, 
condemned]” (Mark 16:16). In his dis- 
course tv Nicodemus the Lord said, con- 
cerning himself as the Son of God and 
Saviour of sinners: “He that believeth 
on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, be- 
cause he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God” (John 
3:18). These Scriptures are very plain, 
and it is important to bear in mind that 
there are no similar Scriptures concern- 

(Continued on page 791) 
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Two dialogues that answer time-worn and threadbare objections 


Sunday School Programs That Give the Gostieh 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
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grams have been a real trial. They 

entail a great deal of work and often 
do not seem to have been worth the 
effort. Frequently Sunday school pro- 
grams are put on much more poorly 
than any public school program would 
be. Parents sometimes comment unfavor- 
ably on this without seeing that it is 
their own fault. How many times Sun- 
day school teachers report that they 
have never been able to get all the 
children together for a single practice 
beforehand! One day Johnny and Mary 
are missing because they were invited 
to a party. At the next practice they 
may be there, but Molly has gone to 
town and Frank went fishing with his 
Dad. At day school the teacher has all 
the children every day and all day, so 
that it is a far simpler matter to put 
on a creditable program. Not realizing 
this, and seeing a Sunday school program 
poorly put on, parents sometimes feel 
less respect for the Sunday school than 
they do for the public school and sup- 
pose that its teaching is much less ef- 
fective. In this case a program does 
more harm than good. 


Making Special Services Worth While 


The question then comes, “Should the 
Sunday school give programs at all?” 
For a time we almost thought not, with 
the exception of graduation programs. 
What is presented there is a direct re- 
sult of the weekly work of the pupils, 
and therefore requires no outside prac- 
tice and is bound to be a success. At 
any rate the pupils certainly “know 
their parts,” for if they do not, they 
simply do not graduate. 

However, when thinking of doing 
away with Sunday school programs, we 
overlooked a very important fact: that 
is, that people who will not attend Sun- 
day school or church are often quite 
willing to attend a special service in 
Sunday school. Finding this to be the 
case, we realized that if such services 
offer an opportunity to present the Gos- 
pel to those who would not otherwise 
be reached, we must on no account miss 
it. However, we are all agreed that we 
will never put on a program merely 
for entertainment. Every program must 
give the Gospel message clearly and 
definitely. 

Recognizing our responsibility in this 
direction, the next thing was to find 
suitable program material. We have 
no exceptionally talented soloists or 
readers. Our Sunday school is held in 
an old abandoned school building. We 


Tz MANY of us Sunday school pro- 


“Well, perhaps I will later on,” and, 
“I’m no worse than others” are an- 
swers familiar to every personal 
worker. Procrastination and self- 
righteousness are two of the great 
hindrances to the working of the 
Gospel in human hearts. The Ever- 
green Community Sunday School of 
Ferndale, Wash., of which Miss Gun- 
derson is superintendent, arranged 
two special services in the form of 
dialogues which reduced these 
mountains to mole hills. These pro- 
grams gave opportunity for several 
to take part, but required little prep- 
aration and no special costumes. A 
number of Miss Gunderson’s articles 
have been published in the Times, 
and they are always of practical 
value to workers among children, as 
she is a day school teacher as well 
as a Sunday school superintendent. 








have no equipment for beautiful stage 
effects and no money for elaborate cos- 
tumes. How to arrange programs which 
would be so interesting that the audi- 
ence would come again, and yet at the 
same time present the Gospel effectively, 
gave us great concern, 

Looking through our old copies of 
THE SunpDAyY ScHOoL Times, which we 
have preserved and bound, we found 
much fine material for the younger 
ones to present. And, in almost every 
case, it is the sort of material especially 
adapted to our needs. That is, it is of 
definite value to those who learn it be- 
cause of the Scriptural teaching in it, 
and it is also such that ‘each child may 
be given his own part to take home and 
learn. If he fails to learn it properly, 
his particular part may be left out with- 
out spoiling the rest of the exercise. 
Thus anything which is not well pre- 
pared can be eliminated. 


Finding Good Programs 


The older ones, upon whose presence 
we can count, can be given parts that 
are mutually dependent. But just what 
to have them put on—something that 
would be a blessing to them and to those 
who listened — was a problem. We had 
to have something so interesting in con- 
tent that it would not require unusual 
ability or a colorful setting to make it 
effective. Dialogues and dramatizations 
seemed more likely to fill this need 
than anything else. But the question 
was where to find suitable ones. Since 
we did not find just what we wanted, 
































































we decided to write our own. We con- 
sidered dramatizing Bible stories, but 
felt some hesitation about it. For one 
thing, we did not wish to add anything 
to God’s Word in either conversation or 
action. Furthermore, we wondered §if 
using Bible stories in this way might 
not lessen the deep reverence we wish 
our scholars to have for the holy Word 
of God. These objections, however, did 
not hold when it came to using tracts for 
these programs. So we have used many 
dialogues based on different well-known 
tracts. These seem to have been very 
helpful. But, of course, we have certain 
restrictions on their use. For one thing, 
we are very careful not to ask anyone 
to say anything he does not. mean. For 
instance, we would not give anyone a 
part in which he said, “I am saved,” or 
something similar, unless he really is 
saved. The following program based 
on the tract, “Begin Today by All 
Means,” showed the audience very ef- 
fectively the folly of neglecting “so 
great salvation.” 


“Becin Topay spy ALL Means” 
Scene 1 (On street corner) 
(“Charley” is a Christian doctor. “Jim” 

is an unsaved friend who works in the 
bank.) 
Charley—I do wish you were a Chris- 
tian, Jim. 
Jim—Oh, let’s talk about something 
else ! 
Charley—But, Jim, I wish so much 
that you knew my Saviour that I can- 
not help speaking of it. 
Jim—Well, why? 
Charley—If you were a Christian you 
would be so much happier. 
Jim—Oh, don’t worry about that. I 
am having a good time now. 
Charley—You think you are; but if 
you knew what a wonderful Saviour 
and Friend the Lord Jesus is, you 
wouldn’t stay away from him one min- 
ute. Knowing him is the best thing in 
life. 
Jim—Really, old fellow, I believe 
you’re sincere in what you say, and I 
intend to become a Christian before I 
die. When I am old and gray-headed 
will be time enough to think about those 
things. 
Charley—People don’t always wait till 
they are old to die. 
Jim—I know, but I have never been 
sick a day in my life. And now I’m dué 
at the bank in ten minutes, so you must 
excuse me. I appreciate your interest 
in me, even if I don’t do as you say. 
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Scene 2 (In Jim’s home; he is sick) 


Charley—I am sorry to see you look- 
ing so poorly, old chap. When did this 
attack begin? 

Jim—I have been feeling below par 
for a week, but this morning I felt as 
if I were going all to pieces, so I sent 
for you. 

Charley—Well, here is some medicine 
for you. I’ll leave this bottle, and I'll 
call again this evening. I hope to find 
you feeling better by then. Good-by, 
Jim. 

Jim—But, Doctor, you didn’t tell me 
when to take this medicine. 

Charley (slowly)—When you get old 
and your hair begins to turn white; you 
had better take it. 

Jim (astonished)—Doctor, what can 
you mean? 

Charley—Well, if you think that is 
too long to wait, suppose you take this 
medicine when you are fifty. 

Jim—Why, I might be dead by then! 

Charley—Then start when you are 
twenty-five. 

Jim—Doctor, what is the matter with 
you? I never knew you to talk so 
strangely before. 

Charley—Well, if you start taking your 
medicine in a week it will probably 
be in time. 

Jim—But I am sick now. Why wait? 

Charley—You are right, Jim; begin 
today by all means. But, oh, Jim, there 
is something else you should begin to- 
day, too. 

Jim—I understand you at last. You 
mean I should start the Christian life 
at once instead of waiting till I am older. 
How foolish I have been all my life! 
I see it all. I ama sinner now, so I must 
accept Christ as my Saviour now. I'll 
do it. 

(As the scene closes, unseen singers 
sing first verse of “Just as I am.”) 


A large number of the people with 
whom we come in contact are like Jim 
in the above dialogue. They believe the 
truths of the Gospel in their.heads, but 
for one reason or another they are post- 
poning their decision to accept Christ as 
Saviour. “Begin Today by All Means” 
was a real help in showing them the 
utter folly of putting off this all-im- 
portant act of their lives. 

Perhaps next in number to the pro- 
crastinators come the self-righteous 
ones, who do not realize that they are 
sinners. They earn an honest living, 
keep respectably moral, and are willing 
to do someone else a good turn (provid- 
ing it does not cost them too much), 
and so feel that they are “doing the 
best they can” and surely will end up 
in the right place. Such people often 
point out that they are better than this 
or that church member, and seem to 
feel that in case of such superiority noth- 
ing more could possibly be expected of 
them. Therefore we presented the fol- 
lowing dialogue to make them realize 
that they “have sinned, and come short 
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of the glory of God,” and so must be 
saved or they will be forever lost. 

The following dialogue cannot claim 
originality either, as it is largely a com- 
bination of ideas and stories gathered 
from different sources, but it accom- 
plished what we desired. Since that 
program not one person who attended 
it has told us that he is so good he does 
not need to be saved. 


RECEIVING THE MESSAGE 


(Evangelist and man on stage in front 
of curtain.) 

Evangelist (holding out envelope 9 by 
12 inches, or even larger, which is ad- 
dressed in very large type: “A Sinner, 
Broad Road, Near Destruction”)—Here 
is a message that the Lord has asked me 
to give to you. 

Man—You’ve made a mistake. That’s 
not for me. I’m not a sinner. I am a 
very respectable person. I always pay 
my debts and I do the best I can. 

Evangelist—Have you always kept the 
Ten Commandments? Listen to them. 


(Curtain is raised, showing ten children 
standing in a row, each holding one 
link of a very large paper chain. Each 
child in row repeats one of the Ten 
Commandments.) Have you always kept 
all those commandments? 

Man—Well, I have kept them pretty 
well, I think. Of course, like most boys 
I cannot say that I always honored my 
father and mother as I should have. 

(Girl with fifth link tears it in two, 
illustrating that the chain is broken.) 

Evangelist—Even if you have kept 
all the other commandments perfectly 
except this one, hear what God says 
about you. 

First Child—The Bible says in James 
2:10, “Whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all.” 

Evangelist—You see, when you broke 
just one of God’s commandments the 
chain was broken, 

Man—Well, I’m a whole lot better 
than many of my :neighbors, so don’t 
bring this letter to me. I’m a pretty 
good fellow. 

Evangelist—I would like you to hear 
some little stories. 


Second Child— 

A little boy came running to his mother 
shouting, “Mother, I am nine feet high.” 

His mother said, “Don’t talk such non- 
sense.” 

He answered, “I really am nine feet high.” 

She said, ““‘What makes you think so?” 

He answered, “I know I am nine feet high 
because I measured myself.” 

His mother said, “How did you measure 
yourself?” 

He answered, “I took off my shoe and 
measured myself with that. It is just the 
same size as my foot, and I really am nine 
feet high.” 

“Oh, I understand now,” said his mother; 
“but, Sonny, your measure was not the 
right one. You may be nine feet high 
measured by your shoe, but you are not 
nine feet high measured by a twelve-inch 
ruler.” : 

The Bible says that people “measuring 
themselves by themselves .. . are not wise.” 
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Evangelist—You see, you will never 
find out the truth measuring yourself 
by your Own standard or the standard 
of your neighbors. You must measure 
yourself by God’s standard. 

Third Child— 

Many years ago the Queen of England 
announced that she wanted to form a 
special regiment of soldiers six feet tall. 
It was considered a special honor to be in 
the Queen’s own regiment, so a number 
of men tried to enlist in it. The following 
conversation took place between two men 
hurrying to the recruiting office: _ 

“Hello, Smith, where are you going so 
fast?” 

“To the recruiting office, of course. I 
want to join the Queen’s regiment.” 

“How foolish you are, Smith. Don’t you 
know the Queen only wants men six feet 
tall? You can’t be over five feet eight.” 

“That’s true, but I have a good reputa- 
tion and am considered a splendid fighter, 
so I think I will be accepted.” 

“I don’t think you have a chance. You 
are so short you would spoil the appearance 
of the whole regiment. Now I have a good 
chance to get in because I am five feet 
eleven inches.” 

At the recruiting station both these men 
were refused. Even the taller man came 
short of the Queen’s standard. 

The Bible says, “All have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.” 


Fourth Child— 

Imagine two women coming to the edge 
of a creek with no bridge across it. The 
middle-aged lady said, “I guess we will 
have to jump over.” 

“You never could do that,” said the 
younger one. “I think I could make it, but 
you are much too stout.” 

A husky young man drew near. “So you 
are going to jump the creek, are you? I 


don’t think either of you can do that.. 


Women aren’t much good at that sort of 
thing, but I could easily jump across.” 

The stout lady tried first, but landed with 
a splash in the water not far from the 
bank. 

The young lady tried next and got much 
farther, almost to the middle of the stream. 

The young man took a running leap 
and made it almost all the way across, but 
he came a little short of the opposite bank, 
and he got just as wet as the others. 

All three who tried to get across came 
short, although some did better than others. 
Some people are better than others, but 
the Bible says, “All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.” 

Evangelist—You see, God’s Word says, 
“All have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God.” Some have come far 
shorter than others, but this message 
is for every person, whether he comes 
much too short or only a little too short. 
Will you not take this letter? 

Man—Give it first to somieone who has 
come far shorter. There are lots of 
people far worse than Iam. Go to them 
first. 

Evangelist—Listen to God’s standard 
again, and see if even you have not 
come far short after all. 

Fifth Child—“Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy 
neighbour as thyself.” 

Evangelist—That is God’s standard. 
Listen to it again, and see how nearly 
you come up to it. (Girl repeats it again 
slowly and emphatically.) 
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Man—I have not loved God with all 

my heart, and soul, and mind, and 
strength, and I have not loved my 
neighbor as myself either. I have al- 
ways measured myself by my own 
standard and thought I was pretty good. 
Measured by God’s standard I see that 
I have come far short after all. 
_ Evangelist—Then if you admit that 
you-have come short of God’s standard 
you are a sinner, and this message is 
meant for you. Will you not take it? 

Man—Why should I take it? You 
have made me miserable enough al- 
ready. I don’t want to think about the 
day of judgment. Go away and let me 
forget it while I can. 

Evangelist—You mistake my message. 
If you will only take it, it will turn 
your misery into gladness. You have 
heard only one side of God’s message. 
It is true that God is holy and his stand- 
ard is so high that both you and I have 
come far short of it. But God loves you, 
and he has sent this message to you 
because he loves you. 

Sixth Child—Jesus said, “I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance” (Mark 2:17). 

Seventh Child—The Bible says, “God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

Eighth Child—The Bible says, “Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). 

Ninth Child—“God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (Jchn 
3: 16). 

Tenth Child—In the Bible we read 
these words, “This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). 

Evangelist—Won’t you take this mes- 
sage now? 

Man—Yes, I will take it. (Opens the 
letter and reads it aloud slowly. It 
also is printed in very large type so that 
it may. be read by as many of the audi- 
ence as possible.) “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save you.” Is this 
really true? Did Christ really come into 
the world to save me? 

Evangelist—God’s Word says, “Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners.” You admitted you were a sin- 
ner, so he came to save you. 

Man—Oh, how glad I am I accepted 
God’s message! I know I am a sinner, 
but Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, so I know he came to save 
me. I’m saved! I’m saved! How glad 
Iam! 

Evangelist—Let us all unite in singing 
the chorus of, “Oh, say, but I’m glad!” 

The boys who took the main parts in 
these programs have grown in grace and 
in the ability to speak for the Lord: 
All three of them are now willing to 
be called on occasionally to give a ten- 
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minute talk to the Sunday school. Par- 
ticipating in this sort of dialogue has 
been of definite value in training them 
to speak. So we believe that Sunday 
school programs have a real mission to 
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fulfill, both in training Christian work- 
ers and in getting the Gospel message 
to those who will not come to any other 
service. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 








The value of familiar objects, and what to 
remember in using them 








Teaching with Object Lessons 


i 


By Kenneth E. Pettijohn 














IMPLE object lessons are effective 

teaching tools for the Sunday school 
teacher. Their use provides every pro- 
ficient teacher with an object about 
which he can remind his pupils, “Every 
time you see or use this object, remem- 
ber the truth I am telling you.” At the 
same time, object lessons hold the atten- 
tion of most lively youngsters, and, if 
rightly used, help teach the lesson so 
that it is easily understood. There are 
certain fundamental principles that 
should be kept in mind when using ob- 
ject lessons. 

In the first place, objects should be 
familiar to the pupils. Unfamiliar ob- 
jects arouse interest in the object itself, 
rather than in the lesson to be drawn 
from the use of the object. This is im- 
portant, because attention once dis- 
tracted is hard to recapture. The use 
of the object is only a means to an end, 
and that end is to teach Bible truths. 
Therefore the object used should attract 
as little attention as possible to itself, 
and a familiar one is most likely to ac- 
complish this. 

Along with using familiar objects, 
Scripture texts should do the actual 
teaching. This makes it necessary that 
the lesson theme be decided upon first, 
and the object picked for its adaptability 
for teaching that particular lesson. This 
might seem only a minor point, but it 
is basic because analogies should be 
from the lesson to the object, rather 
than from the object to the lesson. Thus 
the teaching cannot help but be sound, 
and the attention of the pupils directed 
from the object to the lesson in such a 
way as to remind them of the lesson 
when they see or use the object from 
which it is taught. 

These lessons should also contain prac- 
tical helps for everyday living. They 
should be selected to help strengthen 
the Christian life. I used a set of auto- 
mobile tires to illustrate the fact that 
Christ lives in the Christian, basing the 
theme on several verses of Scripture 
that were read by the pupils. The an- 
alogy was this: air makes the tire useful; 
Christ in us makes us Christians, and 
therefore useful because we are Chris- 
tians. The lesson is a fundamental truth, 
and. practical because it shows the need 
of Christ in our hearts. It shows what 
makes a Christian useful in winning 


others to Christ. The field for the use 
of object lessons is wide, but their ap- 
plication in Sunday school is wasted 
unless attention is pointed directly 
toward Christ and His relationship to 
the individual, with a corresponding ap- 
plication of how this relationship should 
make us treat those we meet. 

In making this application, care 
should be taken to be accurate in the 
descriptidn of the article and its use. 
It would be a sad experience for a 
teacher to lose the value of a great spir- 
itual truth because he made a mistake 
in describing the use of- an article 
around which he was drawing the les- 
son. Children often have a surprising 
knowledge of the use of objects, and a 
mistake in describing this use can easily 
result in failure. It is not necessary to 
give every use of an object, but each 
use that is given should be accurate, 
and the description clear. 

At the same time, the illustration 
drawn from that use should be simple 
and easy to understand. If the pupils 
wave to stretch their imaginations to 
get the lesson, it might be better to do 
without the object. We refer again to 
the basic principle of teaching by objects 
—draw analogies from the lesson to the 
object, rather than from the object to 
the lesson. I believe that it is almost 
impossible to hold the attention of the 
pupils if they are asked to imagine 
something about the object or the les- 
son. 

This brings up another point. An 
object should lend itself easily to the 
teaching of the desired lesson. Thus the 
illustration may be clear, and the pupils 
not asked to stretch their imaginations, 
but the lesson fail because the object 
is not adaptable to that particular les- 
son. Analogies or comparisons should 
be natural ones. For example, it may 
be desired to teach the unity of the. 
Bible, and to show that God directed 
its writing. A complete set of archi- 
tect’s plans for a building can be used 
to teach this lesson. The teacher can 
show how God planned the Bible, and 
directed its writing, by explaining that 
the architect draws the building plans 
and supervises the workmen to be sure 
that they follow his plans. The object 
fits the lesson perfectly, and lends itself 
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easily to its teaching. All objects should 
be selected with this same aim. 

After the lesson is once covered, it 
should be reviewed. Ask questions de- 
signed to find out how well the pupils 
understand what is being taught to them. 
Every experienced teacher knows that 
his words are often misconstrued, and 
a little time taken to make sure that 
the teaching is clear will be well re- 
warded. For instance, in the illustration 
of the building plans given in the last 
paragraph, the teacher can ask ques- 
tions similar to the following: “Who 
drew the building plans? Who planned 
the Bible? Who supervises the work 
on the building? Who guided the writ- 
ing of the Bible? Who does the actual 
work on the building? Who actually 
wrote the Bible?” The answers to these 
questions will tell how the pupils have 
understood the lesson, and will show if 
additional description is needed. 

But clarity, simplicity, and adaptabil- 
ity do not make a complete object les- 
son. There should also be unity. In 
other words, use one illustration for 
each truth. More than one may result 
in confusion, and neutralize the effect 
of otherwise useful lessons. Teach one 
thing at a time. 

However, before there can be any 
teaching there must be study. I men- 
tioned the need for accuracy in describ- 
ing the object used. It is still more 
important that the Scriptural teachings 
be accurate. Every Bible student knows 
that this requires thorough and conse- 
crated study. In this study all that is 
needed is the Bible, a good concordance, 
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and a Bible dictionary. As you read, 
jot down notes from the Scripture texts. 
Check these against other to be sure 
that the texts used actually teach the 
lesson. If object lessons are used in 
teaching the regular Sunday school les- 
son, it should be remembered that they 
cannot take the place of the regular 
lessons. They can teach only a small 
part of the truth that is found in the 
Scripture teachings of the Bible passages 
listed with the lessons, But that small 
part can easily attract the attention of 
the ‘pupils, drive home that part of the 
lesson which is adaptable to the ob- 
ject, and with this background make it 
easier to hold the attention for the rest 
of the class period. 

There is one more step that, if fol- 
lowed, will make the object lesson suc- 
ceed. After the object lesson is all 
prepared, you will find it strengthening 
to take time out just to read the Bible. 
Read two or three chapters; perhaps a 
whole book. Let God speak to you as 
you-read. This extra reading will act 
as a spiritual tonic, and provide inspira- 
tion. Remember that you are teaching 
God’s Word. You are witnessing for 
Christ. As a true witness you can tell 
only that which you know —that which 
you have seen or experienced. It is 
therefore most important that a teacher 
who uses object lessons shall know 
Christ as his personal Saviour. Object 
lessons must bring results if they are 
taught by such a one who has the single 
desire to explain the deep things of 
God to the children in a simple, clear 
manner. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 








Creating New Interest in Map Study 


How to make attractive maps for class use 











By Ruth E. Dow 














OES your class lack a map suffi- 

ciently large for group work? Or 
is your map so covered with place names 
that it is difficult to locate desired sites? 
Even if you have a satisfactory map, 
would not something different add a 
little spice to geographical work? 

Do you sometimes, while speaking, 
make an illustrative map sketch? Per- 
haps the story is that beginning, “Come 
ye yourselves apart into a desert place, 
and rest a while” (Mark 6:31). The 
Sea of Galilee appears, with an arrow 
showing the route ‘of the little boat 
across the water, while small footprints 
along the lake shore mark the way of 
those who “ran afoot thither.” 

The growth before the pupils’ eyes of 
even a rough diagram of locations has 
the same marked advantage over a 
static map, in holding attention, as the 
class execution of “Little Jetts” has over 


an ordinary picture exhibited in class. 
No great skill as an artist is essential, 
but an approximation to shape and scale. 

The blackboard can be used for this 
work. The suggestions regarding mate- 
rials given by Catherine Stadtler in 
“How I Use the Little Jetts,” which ap- 
peared in THe SunpAy ScHoot TiMeEs 
June 1, 1940, are also applicable to map- 
making in class. For our small group, 
tucked into a church pew with no wall 
space or suitable blackboard available, 
we use a large piece of wrapping paper 
tacked to a wooden base which we place 
on an easel between the pews. (This 
same wooden base serves, when turned 
over, as a bulletin board for the display 
of clippings, pictures, or posters; and on 
other occasions as a lapboard for writ- 
ten work.) 

The map may be developed for more 
than temporary use. It may grow from 
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Sunday to Sunday, and be used for drill 
and review. During the quarter on the 
prophets we studied the history and 
geography of the period, and began our 
map on the first Sunday with Judah 
and Israel, Jerusalem, Tekoa, and Bethel. 
After being taught on the class map, 
these places were also located on small 
maps at hand. The distance from Tekoa 
to Bethel was calculated by scale. If 
one has a wall map, it is well to let the 
pupils find the locations on that, too. 
In later lessons other localities and 
rear-by countries were added, also As- 
syria, Babylon, and Persia, as those 
countries arrived on the scene of our 
interest. In this case we did not make 
the different countries in solid color, but 
drew the approximate boundaries with 
different crayons. The complete map 
had been traced in faint pencil lines be- 
fore any class work was started on it. 

This same type of growing map may 
also be used with young children for 
the life of Christ: Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
the trip to Jerusalem, the Jordan River, 
the Sea of Galilee, and as much of the 
travels as seems feasible, according to 
the age of the group and the series of 
lessons being used. 

For Paul’s journeys a large outline 
map was carefully drawn beforehand, 
using latitude and longitude lines to as- 
sure as accurate work in enlargement 
as possible. Dots showing cities were 
added, but no names were printed. The 
names were put on each Sunday as we 
followed Paul’s route with a colored 
crayon. Another feature was added to 
this growing map—pictographs, we 
called them — suggestive of the events 
occurring at different places: light shin- 
ing from Heaven for Paul’s conversion; 
a sketch of a crutch for the healing of 
the lame man; a garland for the at- 
tempted worship of Barnabas and Paul; 
a stone for the stoning of Paul; a Little 
vetts scene of Paul and Silas in prison. 
The class members (Juniors and inter- 
mediates) took keen interest in follow- 
ing up the route between lessons and 
sketching the pictographs for each event 
themselves. At class time the most ap- 
propriate design was chosen to be trans- 
ferred to the class map by the designer. 

Geography can be such fun! 

WAYNE, MAINE. 
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Lesson Scrapbooks 
By Esther Miller Payler 


AVE you ever tried a lesson scrap- 

book as an aid to Sunday school 
teaching? It can be used successfully 
with any age group. The one I have 
in mind was started originally to show 
an adolescent group of girls how attrac- 
tive a book could be made using Bible 
pictures, quotations, and illustrations of 
Sunday school lessons. Many of these 


girls had hobbies of collecting post 
cards, or pictures of movie stars, and 
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Lesson for October 20 


each one was encouraged to start the 
Bible scrapbook to replace these worth- 
less hobbies. 

One girl ‘started to collect pictures of 
Christ, as a result of interest stimulated 
in making the scrapbook for reference 
use in the Sunday school. 

A book with clippings and pictures 
could be used in every grade of Sunday 
school work. I have found it useful in 
working with adults. If the pictures 
and clippings are in order, rather than 
in a loose file, they are much handier. 
A large scrapbook can be bought for 
twenty-five cents, and will serve for 
many years. You will be surprised, if 
you have the work of the forthcoming 
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quarter in mind, to see how many pic- 
tures you will find in Sunday school 
papers and journals, and how many quo- 
tations and exercises, and how often 
they can be used to illustrate points in 
the lesson. 

Books of pictures can be used in the 
Beginners and Primary Departments, 
cand if the children can help with the 
pasting, or have @ small book them- 
selves, the impression is stronger. 

A scrapbook kept over a number of 
years is a gold mine of handy informa- 
tion to a teacher, and will help make 
Sunday school lessons clearer and more 
interesting. 


CINCINNATI. 
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May We Expect Revival Today? 


An editorial, continued from the second page 














is to continue as a permanent thing. 
Revival always brings joy, and these 
Christians ate their food with gladness 
and singleness of heart, full of praise 
to God. It sounds like a contradiction 
to read that they “had favor with all 
the people.” Those that would live 
godly will suffer persecution. A church 
in revival will surely be a persecuted 
church. And yet it is also true that 
when a church or Christians are living 
in revival power they do have favor 
with the people who recognize the sin- 
cerity and the reality. The final note in 
this second chapter of Acts is, “And the 
Lord added to them day by day those 
that were saved.” The crowning result 
of the revival of Christians always is 
conviction of sin among the unsaved, 
and the conversion of many. 

Now it is very evident that the 
Church of Christ today needs revival, 
for we see the lack of these spiritual 
results among Christians throughout the 
world. 


Wuen Revivat REACHES A CHRISTIAN 


The individual Christian who is re- 
vived is filled with the Spirit. He enters 
on a life of prayer and faith. He is used 
as a soul-winner. He dedicates his 
money and possessions and time to the 
Lord. He makes central in his life the 
great commission of Christ to take the 
Gospel to the uttermost part of the earth. 
He is filled with the joy of the Lord. 
He is watching for the return of Christ, 
and his watching takes the form of oc- 
cupying till Christ comes, in an eager- 
ness to do his will. 

All are agreed that each Christian 
should seek to live in revival power. 
Are there reasons given in the Scrip- 
ture for expecting that a world-wide 
revival in the Body of Christ will come? 


FAITH FOR REVIVAL 
It is agreed by all that Christians 


throughout this present age should pray 
for revival blessing. Now, has anything 
occurred which is a sure indication. to us 
that the time has passed when Chris- 
tians ought to pray such prayers? And 
if Christians should pray for revival, 
does it not follow that Christians should 
pray in faith? The Lord does not mock 
us in our prayers. If he encourages us 
to pray, then we can pray in faith and 
expectation. 

Next we may notice two:parallel facts. 
One is the widespread need of revival. 
The other fact is that great multitudes 
of Christians are earnestly uniting in a 
desire for revival in the Body of 
Christ. 

But is there any Scriptural teaching 
that would lead us to expect a mighty 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the end 
of this present age, an outpouring far 
greater than the revivals that have taken 
place from time to time during this 
Gospel age? 

COMPLETING OF PENTECOST 


When the mighty outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit came at Pentecost it was 
in fulfillment of;that which had been 
spoken through the prophet Joel: “And 
it shall be in the last days, saith God, 
I will pour forth my Spirit upon all 
flesh.” How wonderfully was it ful- 
filled! The Holy Spirit came upon Jew 
and Gentile, upon men and women, upon 
young and old, upon masters and serv- 
ants. But it is evident to all careful 
readers of the Bible that this prophecy 
of Joel was not completely fulfilled at 
Pentecost. It goes on to predict the 
wonders in Heaven and signs on the 
earth “before the day of the Lord come, 
that great and notable day.” 

Will that early harvest of Pentecost, 
continued through this age of reaping, 
be climaxed by a great harvest at the 
end? 

(To be continued next week) 
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Clinching the Lesson | 
By Norman C. Schlichter 


T IS a good while since I have been 

in a Sunday school where a better 
method of clinching the lesson truths 
was used than that of one superintend- 
ent ¥ knew well. 

He always spoke of it’ as his “lesson- 
clinching method.” 

Just before each school session closed 
he would stand, raise his hand for 
silence,— which he could command of 
everyone instantly by this gesture, — 
and then say, “Now I want to tell you 
the biggest thought in today’s lesson for 
me.” He would then state it slowly, 
clearly, and emphatically. 

Then he would ask, “Now what is the 
biggest lesson thought for each of you 
listening to my voice? I don’t expect 
an answer, but I do expect that every- 
one here will try his utmost to make 
this thought come to life in your own or 
in someone else’s life during the coming 
week.” 

I observed this method used for a good 
while, and it led to more intensive inter- 
est in the study of every lesson by al- 
most every pupil of this Sunday school. 
And, it led to greater power for the gen- 
eral community good on the part of this 
school. 

Obviously the method can be used by 
classes as well as by entire schools. And 
lay members can take the place of the 
superintendent or class teacher in han- 
dling it, with various adaptations which 
will easily suggest themselves. 

ANNVILLE, PA. 
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Are Not Secret Believers Saved? 
(Continued from the second page) 


ing those who do not make a verbal 
confession of Christ before men. 

Saving faith without public -confes- 
sion is not to be encouraged or com- 
mended. But surely one should hesitate 
to say that these who truly believe in 
Christ as their personal Saviour, and 
continue as secret believers without pub- 
lic confession, are lost. The Scofield 
Reference Bible, summarizing the teach- 
ing of the whole Bible on faith, includes 
the following statement: “For salvation, 
faith is personal trust, apart from meri- 
torious works, in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as delivered for our offences and raised 
again for our justification (Rom. 4:5, 
23-25).” Secret believers, who make no 
public confession and give no personal 
testimony to Christ as their Saviour, lose 
much of the joy of salvation and the 
opportunity of testifying to others in 
such a way that other souls may be 
saved. But dare we say, because of this, 
that such secret believers are lost? 


se 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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LESSON 3. OCTOBER 20. THE MESSAGE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 3; printed text, Luke 3: 3, 8-17, 21, 22 
Golden Text.—Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance.—Luke 3:8 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson “ 


Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 3:3, 8-17, 21, 22 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Luke 3:3 And he came into all the country. about Jordan, 
preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. 


8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin 
not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: 
for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham. 

9 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: 
every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. 

10 And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then? 

11 He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, 
let him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, 
let him do likewise. 

12 Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, 
Master, what shall we do? 

13 And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is 
appointed you. 

14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And 
what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no 
man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages. 

15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused 
in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not; 

16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you 
with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire: 

17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his 
floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff 
he will burn with fire unquenchable. 

21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, 
that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was 
opened, ; 

22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove 
upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art 
my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
| UKE is careful to give us the exact 


for two years. 


time when John’s ministry began. 
When he wrote, the dates could be 


teenth year of Tiberias. 
erally considered to be A. D. 25, if 
Tiberias’ reign began when he was co- 
emperor with Augustus, which he was 
Otherwise it would be 
A. D. 27, which seems too late. 
was a priest, and would be thirty years 
old when his ministry began. 
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Luke 3:3 And he came into all the region round about the 
Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance unto remission of 
sins. 


8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin 
not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: 
for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham. 9 And even now the axe also lieth at 
the root of the trees: every tree therefore that bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 10 And the mul- 
titudes asked him, saying, What then must we do? 11 And he 
answered and said unto them, He that hath two coats, let him 
impart to him that hath none; and he that hath food, let him do 
likewise. 12 And there came also * publicans to be baptized, and 
they said unto him, Teacher, what must we do? 13 And he said 
unto them, Extort no more than that which is appointed you. 
14 And *soldiers also asked him, saying, And we, what must we 
do? And he said unto them, Extort from no man by violence, 
neither accuse any one wrongfully; and be content with your 
wages. 

15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men reasoned 
in their hearts concerning John, whether haply he were the 
Christ; 16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize 
you with water; but there cometh he that is mightier than I, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not ‘worthy to unloose: he shall 
baptize you ®in the Holy Spirit and in fire: 17 whose fan is in 
his hand, thoroughly to cleanse his threshing-floor, and to gather 
the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn up with 
unquenchable fire. 


21 Now it came to pass, when all the people were baptized, 
that, Jesus also having been baptized, and praying, the heaven 
was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form, 
as a dove, upon him, and a voice came out of heaven, Thou art 
my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 


1Or, your repentance. *That is, collectors or renters of 
Roman taxes. *Gr., soldiers on service. ‘*Gr., sufficient. ®Or, 
with. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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be the outward manifestation of a 
changed inward attitude toward God, 
self, and sin. Mere natural descent will 
not do. To say “we have Abraham to 
our father,’ while one was not charac- 
terized by the faith of Abraham, would 
count for nothing. By new creation God 
was raising up “children unto Abraham,” 
even as he could, if it had been his 


This is gen- 


John 


verified readily, as Theophilus and other 
readers would be familiar with them 
and so could know exactly when the 
announcement of the Forerunner was 
first made. John appeared suddenly, in 
an Elijah-like manner, to whom he is 
likened (Mark 9:12, 13), preaching in the 
wilderness and calling the people to 
repentance that their sins might be for- 
given and that thus they might be ready 
to welcome the promised Messiah. By 
baptism they were to give outward ex- 
pression to their recognition of their 
true condition before God, as those who 
deserved death but who hoped for de- 
liverance through the coming Saviour. 


The Historical Setting 
The ministry of John began in the fif- 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 3:3—“The baptism of repent- 
ance for the remission of sins.” John 
called upon Israel to take the place of 
self-judgment in baptism, having in 
view that forgiveness which is promised 
to him who confesses his iniquities. In 
their baptism they owned that their sins 
deserved death, and that they could not 
meet the demands of a holy God. But 
John pointed them forward in faith to 
the one who was to die for them, “the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world” (John 1:29). 


Verse 8.—“Fruits worthy of repent- 
ance.” Mere lip service will not. do for 
God. He who truly repents will never 
be the same again. A changed life will 


will, make men from stones as before 
from the dust of the earth. 


Verse 9—“The axe is laid unto the 
root of the trees.” Reformation without 
regeneration is but laying the ax to the 
fruit of the tree. But this will not do 
for God. The natural man is condemned 
utterly and must be put in the place of 
death. There must be a new life com- 
municated by divine power. 


Verse 10.—‘What shall we do then?” 
The question expresses both - bewilder- 
ment and exercise of heart. 


Verse 11.—“Let him impart to him that 
hath none.” Where grace works in the 
soul, there will be unselfishness in shar- 
ing with others less fortunate. 
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Lesson for October 20 


a very real test (1 John 3:17). Such 
generosity is not a- procuring cause of 
salvation, which in evéry age has been 
by grace alone (Eph. 2:8-10) and not by 
law-works (Rom. 3:20), nor by the sac- 
rifices of the altar (Heb. 10:4). But al- 
ways and everywhere repentance has 
issued in faith that worketh by love 
(Gal. 5:6). 


Verse 12.—“Then came also publicans 
to be baptized.” These renegade Jews, 
who had sold their consciences to the 
Roman Government and fattened on the 
excessive taxes which they squeezed 
out of their own people, were detested 
by the other Jews and counted as below 
the level of the idolatrous Gentiles. Yet 
in them conscience was at work, and 
they too came to John asking for bap- 
tism, and concerned as to what their 
responsibility would be henceforth. 


Verse 13.—“Exact no more than that 
which is appointed you.” If truly re- 
pentant, they would manifest it by ab- 
solute integrity in the fulfillment of 
There must be no 
more extortion or covetous practices. 


Verse 14—‘Soldiers likewise.” 
Whether these were Jews serving in Ro- 
man -cohorts, or Gentiles who had 
flocked to hear John preach, we are not 
told. But they, too, inquired as to what 
the evidences of repentance would be in 
their case. The answer was plain. Let 
there be no violent or arrogant behavior, 
or false accusations, made against any- 
one, and “be content with your wages.” 
Their tendency had been to add to their 
stipend by preying upon those in whose 
country they were stationed. 


Verse 15.—“The people . . . mused in 
their hearts of John’ Such frank, fear- 
less preaching, so intensely practical and 
personal, caused John’s hearers to won- 
der whether he might not be the prom- 
‘ised Messiah for whose coming they had 
waited long and whose time seemed very 
near, according to the prophetic Word 
(Dan. 9:25). 


Verse 16.—‘He shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire.” The 
baptism of water spoke of repentance 
and forgiveness. One was about to come 
whose baptism in the Holy Spirit would 


empower for service and whose baptism 


in fire would burn up all that was op- 
posed to the will of God. 


Verse 17.—“The wheat ... the chaff.” 
These were two classes of people. The 
wheat are the children of the Kingdom 
(Matt. 13:38). The chaff are all who are 
worthless and unreal, and who will be 
devoted to judgment. 


Verse 21.—“Jesus also being baptized.” 
He had no need of a baptism of repent- 
ance, for he was the sinless one, but he 
was to be “numbered with the trans- 
gressors” (Isa. 53:12), and so he iden- 
tified himself with this repentant rem- 
nant. Luke alone calls attention to the 
fact that he was praying as he came 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 ¢ents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


3. October 20.—The Message of John the 
i eG hich 5. ra alte 0G bin aa awed Luke 3 

4. October 27.—Christian Motives for 

Abstinence (International Temper- 

ance Sunday). Luke 1:13-16; 2:40; 
4:4; 6:21, 25, 43-45 


5. November 3.—Jesus Declares His 
RR a F Luke 4 and 5 
6. November 10.—The Golden Rule 
(Armistice Sunday) ............. Luke 6 
7. November 17.—Jesus’ Concern for Life 
and Health .. .... Luke 7 


8. November 24.—Attitudes toward the 
Gospel Message : ? Luke 8 
9. December 1.—An Exacting Disciple- 
ere ere : ‘ ‘ ‘Luke 9 
10. December’ 8.—A Good Neighbor...Luke 10. 
11. December 15.—Jesus Teaches His Dis- 
Be rer rer Luke 11 








forth from the water and the heavens 
were opened above his head. 


Verse 22.—‘*The Holy Ghost descended 
in a bodily shape like a dove upon him.” 
This was his anointing (Acts 10:38) for 
his threefold ministry of prophet, priest, 
and king. The Father’s voice accom- 
panied the manifestation of the Spirit 
declaring his delight in his “beloved 
Son.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The searching ministry of John the 
Baptist was a clarion call to reality. 
Formalism in religion apart from true 
heart-exercise is an abomination in the 
sight of God. He is not served by the 
work of men’s hands or glorified by the 
declarations of their lips if the inward 
attitude is not right. All men are called 
to abase themselves before him and take 
the place of confessed sinfulness seeking 
divine grace for deliverance through the 
Saviour he has provided. Jesus himself 
must be the object of faith. It is he 
alone whose work could meet the claims 
of God’s righteoushess. In him the 
Father is fully satisfied, and all men 
everywhere are called to put their trust 
in him. While it. was not given to John 
to unfold the Gospel in all its blessed 
detail, he nevertheless directed the peo- 
ple to that One whose mission it is to 
save all who believe in him. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Breadth of John’s Ministry. One 
needs to consider carefully the four rec- 
ords of the ministry of John the Baptist, 
as given in all the Gospels, to realize 
something of its fullness. The forerun- 
ner of our blessed Lord, so highly eulo- 
gized by him (Matt. 11:11; Luke 7:28), 
was not only a serious, stern, Elijah-like 
character calling men to face their sins 
before God and to manifest the sincerity 
of their repentance (as pictured in their 
baptism) leading to true reformation of 
life, but it was also given to him to 
sound the sweet notes of the Gospel as 


193 


he pointed to the Lamb of God who 
takes away the world’s sin, and also sets 
Christ forth as the personal object. of 
faith and our example as to walk (John 
1:36). Nor should it be forgotten that 
he definitely bore record to Christ’s 
deity, proclaiming him as the Son of God 
(John 1:34). 


John’s Humility. Few preachers have 
equaled John the Baptist in self-depre- 
ciation and Christ-exaltation. He sought 
to turn the attention of his hearers from 
himself to Jesus, and if he made dis- 
ciples, it was only that they might be 
persuaded to leave him and follow 
Christ, the One who was preferred be- 
fore him (John 1:15), because pre-ex- 
istent. John was happy and content to 
be esteemed the Bridegroom’s friend, 
and rejoiced as he entered into His joy 
(John 3:29). 


A Lesson Outline 
REPENTANCE 

Obligatory upon all (Acts 17:30) 
Pictured in John’s baptism (Luke 3:3) 
Proclaimed by Jesus (Luke 13:3) 
Insisted on by Peter at Pentecost (Acts 

2: 38) 
Taught by Paul (Acts 26:20) 
Inseparable from faith (Acts 20:21) 
Produced by God’s goodness (Rom, 2:4) 
Granted by grace (Acts 11:18) 


Applications and Summaries 


John did not speak of himself, but 
we are told that “the word of God came 
unto” him. The message he brought 
was divinely given. He was the last of 
the prophets of the old dispensation 
(Matt. 11:13). 


There was no saving virtue in baptism, 
as there is none today. But it pictured 
the renunciation of sin and the recogni- 
tion of sin’s desert. Where this was 
accompanied with faith, God granted 
forgiveness in virtue of the work yet to be 
accomplished on the cross by our blessed 
Lord. 


Have we faced God in regard to our 
sins and seen in the cross the end of all 
flesh? If so, we are done with self- 
effort, and our reliance for salvation is 
upon the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus. 


Notice that in John’s answers to the 
publicans and soldiers, he did not de- 
mand that they seek other employment, 
but that they give conscientious service 
in the calling in which they were found. 


The baptism in the Holy Spirit is 
grace. The baptism in fire is judgment. 
In both instances it is Christ himself 
who is the baptizer; for he it is who 
gives the Holy Spirit and to him the 
Father has committed all judgment. 

John’s ministry was designed to exer- 
cise the consciences of his hearers, thus 
preparing them for the message of the 
Gospel which was to follow. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HO prophesied of the mission of John 
the Baptist, and when? 
2. What was the chief message proclaimed 
by John? 
3. How was his ministry received? 


4. What did he insist upon as a proof of 
reality? 


5. When the publicans inquired of John, 
what did he tell them? 


6. What answer did he give to inquiring 
soldiers? 


7. What did he predict concerning Christ? 
8. What is the baptism in the Holy Spirit? 
9. What is the baptism in fire? 

10. Why was Jesus baptized by John? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 798 of this issue. 


ys 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

The Log Jam.—Bring forth therefore 
fruits worthy of repentance (Golden 
Text). In the Timberlands springtime 
sees. great quantities of logs shooting 
down the rivers. Sometimes a jam oc- 
curs. Then the lumberjack seeks the 
log which is stemming the wooden tide. 
When he finds that key log, he jerks 
it out of place, and the flood moves 
onward with its freight. There is such 
a thing as a spiritual log jam. We lose 
our religious enthusiasm, interest in 
personal devotions wanes, an hour in 
the Lord’s house becomes a bore, the 
Bible becomes a silent Book. Then we 
must find the key log that is checking 
the flood of spiritual life. It may be an 
unforgiving spirit, or jealousy, or hy- 
pocrisy. Jerk the obstruction out of 
place and spiritual vitality will surge 
onward.—From To-Day. Sent by Roger 
J. Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Why Daniel Webster Listened.— 
Preaching the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins (Luke 3:3). Dan- 
iel Webster once spent a summer in 
New Hampshire, and attended regularly 
a little country church, both morning 
and evening services. His niece won- 
dered about this, and asked him why he 
was so attentive to the country preacher 
when he paid so little’attention to the 
services in Washington. Daniel Webster 
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answered: “The preacher in Washing- 
ton preaches to Daniel Webster the 
statesman, but this preacher preaches to 
Daniel Webster the sinner, and tells 
him of Jesus Christ the Saviour.”—From 
the Christian Reader’s Digest. Sent by 
Harold P. Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


Chilling the Meeting?—Exact no more 
than that which is appointed you (v. 
13). A Negro preacher, holding revival 
services on one of our Southern plan- 
tations, was requested by a white land- 
owner to preach against stealing. The 
old darkey scratched his head, and then 
replied: “The meeting am going good, 
the feeling am high, the brethren am 
warm, and the spirit am good. I don’t 
like to throw such a coldness over the 
meeting.”—From Council Fires. Sent 
by Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, Oreg. 


Elephants and Ourselves.—Do violence 
to no man, neither accuse any falsely 
(v. 14). An elephant in a zoo bellowed 
something in vicious notes to its mate 
in the next enclosure. The mate passed 
it on to a third elephant. “They’re gos- 
sipping !” shouted the keeper, and rushed 
for the stockade, calling to his assistants. 
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But he was not quick enough, and be- 
fore the animals were subdued they 
had ruined a thousand dollars’ worth 
of property and injured two men. The 
keeper explained what he meant by gos- 
sipping. Cue wanted something the 
others had, or was jealous of them, or 
felt “just plain ugly” and vented its 
spite by “tattling” maliciously some bit 
of news about the other. “Animals 
gossip just like men and women,” said 
the keeper, “and they work just as much 
mischief by it in their way.”—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
L. Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


The Humility of True Greatness.—I 
am not worthy (v. 16). A party of 
English tourists visited the house where 
Beethoven, the great composer, had 
spent the last years of his life. The 
caretaker (who was something of a 
hero worshiper) led them at length into 
a certain room, and, reverently lifting the 
cover, said, “And this was Beethoven’s 
piano.” A young lady of the party at 
once took possession of the music stool 
and began to play over one of Bee- 
thoven’s sonatas. The custodian stood 
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“He that ruleth over 
men must be"just, 
ruling in the fear 
of God” Sam. 23:3. 
“Behold---a 
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OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Jer. 23:5,6. 
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by, stern and silent. At last the young 
lady swung round on her stool, and 
said, “I suppose a great many people 
who come here like to play on Bee- 
thoven’s piano?” “Well, Miss, Paderew- 
ski was here last summer, and some of 
his friends wanted him to play, but he 
said, ‘No, I am not worthy.’”—From The 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Cleansed by Fire—He shall baptize 
you... with fire (v. 16). There are 
some deeply-established uncleannesses 
for which the action of water is not 
sufficiently stringent. In many cases of 
contagious disease, if we are to rid our- 
selves of every vestige of corruption, 
there are many things which must be 
burned. The germs of the contagion 
could not bé washed away. They must 
be consumed away. Fire is our most 
effective purifying minister, a powerful 
and relentless enemy of disease. In 1665 
London was in the grip of that terrible 
plague, the horrors of which may still 
be felt through the pages of Pepys and 
De Foe. The disease germs were hid- 
ing and breeding and multiplying every- 
where. In the following year the Great 
Fire broke out, and the plague-smitten 
city was possessed by the spirit of burn- 
ing. London was literally baptized with 
fire, which sought out the most secret 
haunts of the contagion, and in the fiery 
baptism the evil genius of corruption 
gave place to the sweet and friendly 
genius of health.—From Dr. J. H. Jowett. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Serving the Lepers.—Jesus also having 
been baptized (v. 21, R. V.). Father 
Damien, while living among the lepers, 
cbeyed the rules which he himself had 
framed for them, not because it was 
necessary in his case, but it was in 
theirs. He had taken the burden of 
their disease upon himself. The sin- 
less Jesus did not need baptism, but 
he had come to bear the iniquity of 
sinful men, so he submitted to the rite. 
—From the Sunday Circle. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We thank 
thee, our Father, for the lives of thy cou- 
rageous and self-sacrificing servants as given 
us in thy holy Word. We pray that we may 
not miss the personal lessons in these words 
and deeds of John the Baptist. May we live 
in fairness with other folk. May we rejoice 
to tell of our blessed Lord in such a way 
that we, ourselves, shall not be prominent in 
the minds of those to whom we speak, but 
may we lead others to Him in humble self- 
effacement. How unworthy we are even to 
tell the story of the saving power of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. May we not neglect to 
speak for him, trusting him to give weight 
to our words. In his own name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When folks asked 
John the Baptist questions about what 
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they ought to do, he gave them direct 
and simple answers. They must always 
be ready to help one another. When 
the publican, or taxgatherer asked him 
about duty, John went directly to what 
was most likely to be that man’s failure, 
and told him to collect no more than 
he ought to collect. When it came to 
the soldiers who wanted to know what 
they should do to get ready for that 
which John told them was coming, he 
told them not to be overbearing, or to 
bring false charges against people, and 
to be content with what they were earn- 
ing. How direct and simple he was, 
how he went right to the heart of the 
failings of those who questioned him! 
Tell me now, do you think this made 
him popular? No, because he preached 
these and many other things, and among 
them he even told Herod what a sinner 
he was. Is it necessary that we should 
be popular? No, sometimes, to be popu- 


‘lar means to be wrong. We must be 


right whether popular or not, and take 
the course that God wants us to take, 
whatever the outcome may be. That 
was John’s way, and he was far better 
off in prison, having done his duty, than 
he would have been had he been free 
to go and come, having failed of his 
duty. Let us not be afraid to do what 
we know we ought to do, whatever the 
outcome may be. Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Gambling Evil.—Fruits worthy of 
repentance (Luke 3:8). Blindness to 
glaring faults seems to have been the 
case in John the Baptist’s day. And 
in the present day for that matter. If 
John the Baptist came to America to- 
day what sin would he find most ram- 
pant? Don’t’all talk at once! How 
about gambling? Here are just three 
chief samples. Golf. Horses. Cards. 
There are many more such as slot ma- 
chines, “bank” and “bingo” nights at 
moving picture theaters. As I write 
New Jersey has just voted, 3 to 2, for 
legalized horse race betting! 

The Roman world in John’s day was 
just as hungry for something for noth- 
ing as in this day. No evolution in 
human nature. On a trip to Caba some 
years ago our party was struck by the 
number of poverty-stricken men and 
women on the streets offering lottery 
tickets for sale. 

When America repents of this sin of 
“playing the ponies,” wagering for golf 
strokes, and the countless other gam- 
bling devices, the fruits of that repent- 
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ance will be better houses to live in, 
better clothes to dress in, better foods 
to live on, better business for artisans 
and farmers and purveyors. 

The money that now goes for gam- 
bling —estimated into the billions— 
would get into industry and go far to 
solve the unemployment situation that 
menaces this fair and favored land. 
Millions of good American money is 
gambled across the sea in the so-called 
“Sweepstakes,” and all the while the 
black blanket of taxation is sogging 
down business. 

When Uncle Sam stands up and smites 
his breast and cries like the publican 
of old, “God, be merciful to me a sin- 
ner !” the solution of one of our gravest 
national problems will be the sweet fruit 
of our repentance. What will be the 
sign of Uncle Sam’s repentance? Re- 
membering the Sabbath Day and keep- 
ing it holy, full churches, and the work- 
ing of the Golden Rule. 


The Labor Question.—The soldiers 
likewise demanded of him, saying, And 
what shall we do? (v. 14.) Those who 
are familiar with Roman history of this 
period know that the Roman soldiery 
was the chronic headache of the Em- 
peror and his Government. The history 
of the “Decline and Fall” is a narration 
of “strike” after “strike.” 

The soldier seems to have been the 
best of the Roman population. After a 
fashion they ordered the affairs of Rome 
and at times told the Emperor what to 
do and what not to do. There was 
Cornelius at Joppa, who sent for Peter, 
the soldiers who had to do with Paul, 
the centurion at the cross, the Philip- 
pian jailer. 

Here at the Jordan you see the Ro- 
man soldiers interested listeners to John, 
and impressed by his message. 

John tells them with emphasis to keep 
out of “strikes,” and not to blackmail 
the prosperous people and graft their 
offices, but to be satisfied with their pay 
as officer or man. 

Ought one to be satisfied with the 
wages? The wages of sin, for example? 
(Gen. 2:17; Rom. 6:23.) 

Speaking of wages and income, one 
time I asked the men of the Iron Rose 
Class what was their idea of a pros- 
perous man. I tried to show that any 
man was prosperous when he had a good 
job with good pay, a good body, a good 
home, a good wife, good children, and 
a good church. 

Then the question arose, “When is a 
good job?” The answer was this: When 
the job is so much to the liking it is 
really fun to follow it. When the man 
would rather do that particular work 
than any kind of work in all the world. 
Paul tells you in Philippians 3:13, “This 
one thing I do,” etc. : 

Mr. Henry Ford and Mr. Roebuck of 
Sears Roebuck & Company, both loved 
to tinker watches. My Ford car of last 
year did not have a clock, so I bought 
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for $1.19 a watch in a rubber holder 
which had a suction cup on the back of 
it. All you had to do was to press the 
cup against the smooth panel instru- 
ment board in front and you had a sat- 
isfactory timepiece. I know one of the 
Dearborn executives and I wrote and 
suggested that his company should buy 
a trainload of these cheap watches and 
distribute them to the 60,000 Ford agents 
to go with the car as a bonus. This ex- 
ecutive wrote back, “You don’t know 
Mr, Ford. He’s a regular ‘bug’ on time- 
pieces.” (Mr. Ford was a watchmaker 
in his youth.) The next season all Ford 
cars carried a dandy little clock! 

What this story has to do with wages 
I do not quite know, for automobile 
clocks don’t strike! Neither do the 
thousands of Ford workers! 


The Voice of God.—A voice came from 
heaven, which said, Thou art my be- 
loved Son (v. 22). Notwithstanding the 
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fact that we have now had the radio 
for so long a time, I continue to be 
amazed as I sit in my library and have 
the unquestioned evidence that my room 
is full of voices, music, and intelligence 
in every corner of it. I have one of 
the “portables” with no connection out- 
side of the box. Yet I turn a knob or two 
and I hear the talk of the rulers of 
England, France, Germany, and Italy, all 
across the great ocean. These men are 
right here in my home with me, as it 
were. 

And that is not going to be all of it, 
for I have a letter from a broker telling 
me about the coming wonder of tele- 
vision. So in a few years I may sit in 
my home and not only hear these dic- 
tators, but can see them in eruption! 

Then there is Radium, that mysterious 
substance that throws out energy but 
never loses any of its energy. With 
the unexplained mystery of Radi-O and 
Radi-UM, here is one fellow who has 
no trouble whatever in believing the 
record of God speaking to his Son at 
the riverside and on the mountaintop. 
(Matt. 17:5.) 

Someone has pointed out that the 
waters pour over Niagara Falls silently 
if there is no ear to hear them. I reckon 
on the same hypothesis the grass would 
not be green nor the sunset red if there 
was no eye to see them. We will let 
the class in physics work this out! How 
does anyone know about these colors, 
if no eye to see? 

It is an old experiment to fill a tum- 
bler with water to the point of brim- 
ming over, and then put in pins without 
making an overflow. One time at a 
meeting of scientists one of the profes- 
sors, as a joke, revived the old experi- 
ment but mentioned small goldfish in- 
stead of pins. Many explanations 
followed as to why the water would not 
spill over with the goldfish. It occurred 
to one of the professors to try the ex- 
periment with the fish when he got back 
to his laboratory. Sure enough the 
water ran over every time a fish was 
dropped in. 

God’s voice is in the world whether 
men hear it or not. God’s word is in the 
world whether men read it or not. God’s 
voice created the world when there was 
no ear to hear or eye to see. “God said, 
Let there be light: and there was light.” 

In Psalm 85, verse 8, is this: “I will 
hear what God the Lord will speak.” 
Lots of sane men and women have heard 
voices too plainly to be mistaken. Joan 
of Arc. Martin Luther, for example. 
Too sacred to talk about. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ve 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THE SuN- 
pay ScHoot Trmes? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Royal Announcer. 


Discussion: What makes an announce- 
ment important? What are some of the 
qualities of a good announcer? 


Objective: Galatians 6:14. 











AY, fellows, John was the royal an- 

nouncer. 

Radio announcing has come to be a 
definite profession. Some are very clever 
with it, and are really instructive. 
Others, unfortunately for uneducated 
listeners, use very poor English, mis- 
pronouncing the most commonplace 
words. A radio announcer is very. much 
like an editor in his autocratic or educa- 
tional position, and is looked up to by a 
considerable group. Sports announcers 
become heroes in the minds of young 
people, and many a fellow aspires to 
have a job before the “mike” some day, 
where he can punctuate his remarks 
with such expressions as, “Believe you 
me,” and, “That guy is pitching himself 
a real ball game this afternoon!” 

But John the Baptist was an an- 
nouncer supreme. He was a worthy suc- 
cessor to those angelic hosts who sang 
on a winter’s night, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men!” (Luke 2:14.) John 
announced the appearance of Jesus on 
the banks of the Jordan to begin his 
great mission of grace and salvation to 
men of the earth; and when he had 
made his announcement he did not close 
by saying: “And your announcer is 
So-and-So, signing off until this same 
hour tomorrow night, bidding you good 
night and good luck.” No, this supreme 
announcer was “nobody.” The thrilled 
crowds pressed upon him to know if 
haply he might be Elijah returned —or 
possibly the Messiah of prophecy! John 
answered, “I am the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, Make straight the way 
of the Lord. ... He it is, who coming 
after me is preferred before me, whose 
shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to un- 
loose” (John 1:20-27). “He must in- 
crease, but I must decrease” (John 3: 
30). 

Driving through Southern Illinois re- 
cently I was listening with great inter- 
est to a program on WMBI (Moody Bible 
Institute radio station), and I thought 
I knew the voice and style of that most 
efficient announcer, but was not sure, 
until the'end of the program when he 
signed off without a word of self-identi- 
fication. Then I knew that I knew who 
he was, for he does not tell you his 
name. He is just a voice crying in the 
wilderness. He wants the program to 
be the only thing remembered. That 
is like him, and that is like John the 
Baptist. And both of them are like their 
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Master who came to minister and not to 
be ministered to. 

Fellows, you may not be a noted 
radio announcer, but you have the priv- 
ilege every day of making the most 
vital, the most wonderful announce- 
ment that can ever be made: it is the 
announcement that, “This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). You can 
make that announcement simply and 
confidently, backing it up by a consis- 
tent life as a follower of that Wonder- 
ful One, and modestly keeping yourself 
in the background—and one day you 
will be signed off by, him, WDGFS. 
That is, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant” (Matt. 25:23). 


WatToca Park, W. Va. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Today’s lesson tells us about John the 
Baptist. A cut-out of John can be put on 
the page of the children’s book. If your 
class is large, and the cost of cut-outs is 
too much, just get one set and trace off 
and color one for each child. It will do 
just as well as printed ones. 











ELL, here we are, on page 3, and 

today we are having a lesson about 
the cousin of Jesus. How many of you 
have cousins? Most people have, but 
once I knew a little girl who had no 
uncles or aunts or cousins, and she was 
Ionesome for some. But Jesus had at 
least orfe cousin, and his name was John. 
He was just a little older than Jesus, 
and his birth had been foretold as the 
birth of Jesus was, by an angel. And 
he was born, just as the angel said he 
would be. 

John’s father was Zacharias, a priest, 
and one day when he was serving God 
in the Temple, an angel of the Lord 
was standing at the right of the altar 
of incense, and Zacharias was afraid. 
But the angel told him not to be afraid, 
and then he told him that a son would 
be ‘born in their home, and his name 
was to be John. Zacharias asked the 
angel how he would know these things 
would happen, and the angel told him 
that because he questioned he would be 
dumb, not able to speak until the babe 
was born. 

The people outside waited for the 
priest to come out, and when he came, 
he couldn’t, speak, but he made them 
understand that he had seen a vision. 
And he never spoke until John was 
born. All the relations said, “Of course 
his name is going to be Zacharias after 
his father.” But his mother, Elisabeth, 
said his name was to be John, for her 
husband had written it down for her. 
But the relatives still objected, and 


‘ ously ill. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


asked Zacharias to write the name he 
wanted, and he wrote JOHN. And then 
he could talk, and he praised God. 

All the family were pretty much ex- 
cited about it, and they wondered what 
kind of child this was to be. But the 
child grew and was strong in body and 
spirit, and God told his father some 
things about him. He was to be called 
the prophet of the Highest, to go before 
the face of the Lord, to prepare the way 
for him. When John had grown to be 
a big boy, he went out into the desert 
to live until he was ready to preach to 
Israel. Did you ever go to the desert? 
Maybe some of you live in a_ desert. 
Most people think there is nothing in.a 
desert but sand, but those who know 
find many things there, and it is a great 
place to get alone with God. I think 
God spoke to John many things during 
that time in the desert. 

One thing we are told about John the 
Baptist is that he drank neither wine 
nor strong drink, and that he was filled 
with the Holy Ghost, even from baby- 
hood. He was born to do a special work 
for the Lord, and God prepared him for 
it all his life. Did you ever think that 
God has something for each of you to 
do, for him, and if you will let him, he 
will prepare you for it all your life? 
He would not want any of you to drink 
wine or strong drink, as that is a poor 
preparation for anything but trouble. 

We are going to put a verse on our 
page today, “Thou shalt call his name 
John, . for he shall be great in the 
sight of the Lord” (Luke 1:13, 15). Then 
under that we will put a cut-out of 
John. This is a make-believe, not a 
true picture of John, for you know I 
told you before that we have no snap- 
shots of the people in the Bible. 

I think we can all get a lesson from 
John: that he did what God wanted him 
to, even from babyhood. Next week 
we shall learn some more about John 
the Baptist. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 


Dr. Pace’s Return to the 
Columns of the Times 


ANY readers may not have real- 

ized that during July and August 
and for the first two weeks in September 
Dr. E. J. Pace’s cartoons did not appear 
in THe SunpDAyY ScHooLt Times. But there 
was a lesson cartoon in every issue, and 
this was due to the efficient and willing 
help of Vaughan Shoemaker, the bril- 
liant young cartoonist of the Chicago 
Daily News, who kindly supplied the 
cartoons each week while Dr. Pace was 
unable to draw them. 

Last spring Dr. Pace was taken seri- 
His eyesight was temporarily 
affected, and he was obliged to lay aside 
his pen and give up all speaking en- 
gagements. But in accordance with his 


usual custom he had sent his original- 
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Earn Money for Your Treasury 
Over a Million 
Sunflower Dish Cloths 
were sold in 1939 by members of 
Sunday schools, Ladies’ Aids, Young 
People’s Groups, etc. Finest quality 
* cloths. They enable you to earn 

money for your treasury, and make 
¥ friends for your organization. 
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Regents Praise 
Stony Brook 


AS A COLLEGE preparatory school, Stony 

Brook has been approved by the New 

York State Board of Regents since 1923 and by 

the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools since 1927. 


ARTICULARLY pleasing to the administra- 

tion and trustees of Stony Brook was the 
report of a recent investigator from the Univer- 
sity of the State of New York (known as the 
Board of Regents). 


«}{IGH Standards of scholastic attainment 
are maintained in general throughout the 


school. - ---- In brief, this is a high grade 
school that seems to be doing with marked 
success what it advertises todo.”” This state- 


ment was made in his report by Roy E. Mosher, 
Supervisor of Modern Languages, after his 
investigation of the school in May. 


OMMENTING on Mr. Mosher’s report, 

Harrison H. Van Cott, Chief of the Bureau 
of Instructional Supervision, wrote the Head- 
master; ‘‘| have read the report with interest and 
wish to congratulate you upon the splendid way 
in which you have organized the program of 
instruction and especially the program of char- 
acter training which, in Mr. Mosher’s opinion, 
is excellent.” 


Stony Brook’s nineteenth year 
open September 18. It may 
not be too late for you to enter 
your boy now so that he will not 
miss this valuable school year. 
For information address 


Stony Brook School 


Please mention The Sunday School Times 
FRANK E, GAEBELEIN, LITT.D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 
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drawings to the Editors well in advance, 
so that it was possible to publish his 
cartoons up to and including the second 
lesson of the third quarter, the last one 
appearing in the issue of June 29. 

It seems rather significant that in this 
last cartoon Dr. Pace should have quoted 
these two verses: “Absent from the 
body ... present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 
5:8), and, “To depart, and to be with 
Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 1:23); 
that he should have quoted an old poem 
on Christ’s victory over death, and that 
the subject of his beautiful drawing 
should have been the fact that the Chris- 
tian need not fear death. During his 
illness Dr. Pace nearly stepped into the 
heavenly light that streamed through the 
doorway shown in his own drawing. But 
God has spared his faithful servant, 
doubtless in order that he may continue 
to bring conviction to sinners and en- 
couragement to Sunday school teachers 
and superintendents, missionaries, pas- 
tors, and other Christians. through his 
world-wide cartoon ministry in the 
TrmeEs .and his Bible and. evangelistic 
messages. 

Mr. Shoemaker’s cartoons illustrating 
eleven of the lessons in the third quar- 
ter were published in the Times from 
July 6 through September 14. Dr. 
Pace’s cartoons began again with the 
first lesson in the Gospel of Luke, that 
is, the first lesson of the fourth quar- 
ter of this year, in the issue of Septem- 
ber 21. While Dr. Pace’s health is re- 
turning in a most encouraging way, it 
is still a laborious task for him to draw 
one cartoon, and neither his eyesight 
nor his physical strength have yet been 
fully restored. Surely Dr. Pace’s great 
host of friends, who follow his work 
eagerly in the TrmEs, will join with the 
Editors in thanking God for his recov- 
ery, and in praying that he may soon 
regain his normal health and be able 
to carry on his work with joy. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 794) 


1. Isaiah, seven centuries before Christ. 


2. The necessity of repentance for the for- 
giveness of sins. 


3. Multitudes flocked to hear, and large 
numbers were baptized. 


4. Works that manifested the repentance 
of the heart. 


5. To act in uprightness and integrity. 


6. To avoid violence and to be content 
with their wages. 


7. That he would baptize in the Holy 
Spirit and in fire. 


8. It is the Spirit’s work of grace, uniting 
believers into one and empowering for serv- 
ice. 

9. It is judgment on all that is unreal. 


10. To identify himself with the repentant 
remnant in Israel. 


When answering advertisements, will 
you please mention The Sunday School 
Times? 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To lead the girls to set their 
minds and their actions toward God. 

Activity.—Chart suggestion: ‘“‘Christ the 
Righteous One,” or “The Priestly One.” 
For discussion: What is repentance? (Acts 
3:19.) What should be the result of sin- 
cere repentance? (Acts 26:20.) 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Then said Jesus. . 
The Father hath not left me alone; for 
I do always those things that please him” 
(John 8:28, 29). 











“PRIESTS” 


6“ EITHER is there any daysman be- 
twixt us, that might lay his hand 
upon us both” (Job 9:33). 

There were no priests when Job lived, 
and because he realized that the separa- 
tion between God and man must be 
bridged, he wanted an “umpire” who 
could intercede with God in his be- 
half. 

Priesthood was instituted during the 
days of Moses (Exod. 28:1). Jewish 
writers tell us that during the last cen- 
tury of the existence of the priesthood 
there were not fewer than 24,000 priests 
in Jerusalern, and 12,000 in Jericho. 
Many of these, no doubt, were lacking 
in spiritual devotion to the Lord. 

As our. lesson opens (Luke 3:2), the 
high priests were Annas and Caiaphas, 
who later were responsible for Christ’s 
crucifixion. Notice how God rejected 
them when he wanted a man to prepare 


the hearts of the people for the Saviour., 


Those who would crucify the Lord could 
not be trusted to introduce him. There- 
fore, “the word of God came unto John,” 
consecrated son of a priestly family, 
and John went out to repeat it. 


“VIPERS” 


People, gathered beside the Jordan 
River to hear John, were touched and 
began to ask, “What is wrong with 
us?” 

“Plenty is wrong,” John declared. 
“You are vipers, contaminated with 
venom, and dangerous to yourselves and 
everyone else. Ancestry, race, wealth, 
or culture are no remedies for the poi- 
son that infects your nature.” 

Ever since the venomous Serpent of 
Eden met Eve and contaminated her 
(Gen. 3:1), he has been thrusting his 
fangs into the inmost nature of man’s 
being, and the devastating poison of his 
bite must be cured (Psa. 58:1-5; Num. 
21:9; John 3:14; Rev. 12:9). 

Were the members of John’s congre- 
gation outstanding sinners? No, they 
were just ordinary “people,” home folk 
(Luke 3:10), “publicans,” tax-gatherers, 
businessmen (v. 12), “soldiers,” public 
servants (v. 14), average individuals 
who enjoyed plenty of food, clothing, 
and income, and prominent positions; 
but people whose consciences had been 
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stirred until now they felt oppressed 
with guilt and inadequacy. 


“WuaT SHALL WE Do?” 


These people realized that John was 
right. They had been infected by the 
venom of selfishness (v. 11), dishonesty 
(v. 13), and cruelty (v. 14), and three 
times they inquired, “What shall we do?” 

John did not merely say, “Be sorry.” 
He exhorted, “Be so sorry that you are 
willing to do something definite about 
pag 

Repentance requires “fruits.” It re- 
quires a change of action, mental and 
physical, and whenever you eliminate 
destructive faults from your life, you 
must replace these with constructive 
virtues (Rom. 12:2; Jas. 1:22a). 

“Make sure that every right emotion 
has its prompt and proper expression 
in action,” advise psychologists. 

What was John’s specific advice to 
these actively sorry people? 

“People” (Luke 3:10). Share your 
possessions with those in need. The 
world should contain resources enough 
for all. 

“Publicans” (v. 12). “Exact no more 
than that which is appointed you.” 
Practice no graft. Do not gamble. When 
someone reaps unfair profit, someone 
else must suffer loss. 

“Soldiers” (v. 14). “Do violence to 
no man, neither accuse any falsely; and 
be content with your wages.” Employees 
and employers, taxpayers and taxgath- 
erers must all be social-minded. John’s 
message fits conditions in 1940, 

“Is he the Christ?” people began to 
wonder. 

No. All that John could do was to 
teach. Christ alone could remove the 
venom of sin. John indicated the need 
for transformed minds, and right con- 
duct; Christ altered mental set-ups and 
provided incentive for righteousness. 
John warned against “the wrath to 
come”; the Lord provided escape from 
destruction when he opened heaven to 
let man in (John 14:6; Eph. 1:3). 


“HEAVEN Was OPENED” 


“When all the people were baptized 
. .- . Jesus also ... the heaven was 
opened, and the Holy Ghost descended 
in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, 
and a voice ... said, Thou art my be- 
loved Son; in thee I am well pleased.” 

Here, at last, was the “daysman” to 
stand between God and man. 

Here was the High Priest whose 
priesthood was righteous and eternal. 
(Read and apply Hebrews 5 through 8, 
which tells of our High Priest.) 

You, like John’s audience, may won- 
der: “What shall I do?” 

CHANGE TOWARD Gop 

*T cannot think that God would care 
enough for me to forgive me,” said a 
young person who was bitterly sorry 
for sin and failure. 

“Your thoughts do not alter the op- 
portunity. The Lord made provision for 
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your escape from the hurt of sin, and 
the offer is still open. God’s mind does 
not need changing. Yours does” (John 
3:16). 

We never improve until something 
better attracts our attention. 

Has Christ’s motto attracted you? “I 
do always those things that please him.” 

It should thrill us to think that who- 
ever we are we can have the same life 
purpose as that of the Son of God. 

Next week we shall consider “Christian 
Reasons for Clean Living.” Learn He- 
brews 4:14, 15. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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AUTUMN in the Poceno Mountains of 

Pennsylvania is an experience 

never to be forgotten, with the ever changing colors of 

Nature in late September and October. Vou will find 

Christian atmosphere, good food, moderate rates at 
TYGERT’S . Cresco, Pa. 

As reference, please mention The Sunday School Times 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October 27. Debunking the Liquor Ads. Prov. 
20:1; Psa. 119:29-33; Eph. 5:15-21. 





Sunday, October 20 


“Remember the Sabbath Day” 
(Exod. 20:8-11; Mark 2:23-28) 





Mon.—The first Sabbath (Gen. 2:1-3). 

Tues.—Law of Sabbath restated (Deut. 5: 
12-15). 

Wed.—Blessings promised (Isa. 58:13, 14). 

Thurs.—Jesus heals on the Sabbath (Luke 

_ 13:10-17). 

Fri.—A Sabbath well spent (Acts 16:12-15). 

Sat.—Sabbath rest typical of eternal (Heb. 
4:4-11). 











ANY of the things we feel we must 

do on Sunday and which we excuse 
by quoting that “the Sabbath was made 
for man,” are really things which we 
have failed to do on some one of the 
other six days of the week, either 
through carelessness or indifference. 








"he establish a regular income is one of the 
surest ways to avoid the worry and anxiety of 
old age. And that is what Annuity Agreements 
of the American Bible Society help you to do. No matter 


how sindea ne have varied between prosperity and depression, Annuity checks 
at regular agreed intervals have never failed to come when due. 


Let us tell you about the planned se- 
curity of an Annuity Agreement which 
will bring you comfort and peace of mind 
as long as you live. 

At the same time you will be helping to 
bring new hope and joy to thousands in 


far-away lands through the wonderful service 
of translating, publishing and distributing the 
Bible, which the American Bible Society has car- 
ried on for over one hundred and twenty years. 


Send for the booklet “A Gift That Lives.” It 

tells you just what an Annuity Agreement 

is and how it fulfils your generous desire 
his i 


to promote t Christian task. 
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A man was trying to'get his Negro 
servant to do some .unnecessary work 
on Sunday. The: servant protested, on 
the ground that it was the Lord’s Day. 

Then the man reminded his servant 
that Christ said it is lawful to pull an 
ass or an ox out of a pit on the Sabbath 
Day. 

“Yes, Massa,” was the ready reply, 
“but not ef it fell in on Saturday.” 

4 

The Scripture verses chosen for our 
meeting this week bring us God’s com- 
mandment given to the Children of Is- 
rael regarding the observance of the 
seventh day of the week. That fifth 
commandment begins with the word 
“remember,” implying that the Sabbath 
law had been in effect before it was 
incorporated in the Ten Commandments 
on Sinai. The law required the day to 
be kept as a day of rest, in commemora- 
tion of the creation rest which God ob- 
served on the seventh day. 

Later in the history of the Children 
of Israel the Sabbath came to be used 
for worship and the observance of rights 
and ceremonies. Some of the bitterest 
denunciations uttered by the prophets 
charged Israel with failure to keep the 
Sabbath and with denying God the rec- 
ognition and worship that rightfully be- 
longed to him. 

In our Lord’s time, the Pharisees had 
hedged the Sabbath about with count- 
less restrictions that had made it a bur- 
den. Yet in spite of all this, we read 
that the Lord Jesus went to the syna- 
gogue on the Sabbath Day, “as his cus- 
tom was.” Thus, by his example, he 
gave his approval to the observance of 
one day in seven as a time in which to 
especially honor and worship God. 


sg 


Under the New Testament dispensa- 
tion, Christians are not obligated by the 
law to observe the Sabbath Day. In 
fact, the Christian does not observe the 
Sabbath Day at all, but the first day of 
the week, in commemoration of the res- 
urrection of the Lord Jesus from the 
dead. But while not compelled by the 
law of Sinai to observe the Sabbath 
Day, there is a higher law that should 
impel the Christian to observe the 
Lord’s Day. It is the law of love and 
devotion, which should make us want 
to honor the Lord Jesus and to worship 
God in the special ways that are pos- 
sible on the Lord’s Day and not on the 
other six days of the week. 

True followers of the Lord Jesus will 
want to abstain, on the Lord’s Day, from 
those activities that crowd the other six 
days of the week. On the Lord’s Day, 
we have a special opportunity for unit- 
ing with other believers in worship, and 
thus to witness to those who are not 
Christians, to our faith and love for our 
Lord. 

On the first day of the week, we have 
the opportunity to obtain the help and 
instruction which the church and Sun- 











Lesson for October 20 


day school offer through preaching serv- 
ice and Bible study. 

On the Lord’s' Day .we have oppor- 
tunity to meet with others who are also 
seeking to follow ‘the Lord Jesus. Our 
week-day occupations do not always af- 
ford such opportunity. In fact, in school, 
in the office, and in the shop, we are 
often thrown with those who care noth- 
ing for our Saviour and Lord, and we 
need the counteracting associations that 
come through the Sunday = school, 
through our young people’s societies, 
and the like. 

On the Lord’s Day we may also have 
opportunity for individual Bible study, 
for meditation, for a far-away look that 
will rest our spiritual vision, and help 
us to get God’s viewpoint in life. 

The Lord’s Day affords an opportunity 
for Christian service that is often not 
available during the week. Thus we 
may find opportunity for training in 
Christian leadership in our young peo- 
ple’s group, in the privilege of teaching 
in the Sunday school, visiting the sick, 
and a chance for Christian fellowship 
and service in the home. 


It is important for us to remember 
that the observance of the Lord’s Day 
is primarily a matter for Christians. An 
athletic coach does not impose upon the 
whole school the training schedule he 
asks of the football team. The team 
has a definite work to accomplish, and 
therefore they are prohibited the things 
which their classmates indulge in. Let 
us not be surprised then to find those, 
sometimes even professing Christians, 
who will not agree with the program 
we outline for ourselves on the Lord’s 
Day. Such persons will not understand 
our unwillingness to do many things on 
the Lord’s Day in order that we may 
have an opportunity to honor our Lord. 
To them our answer can be simply, 
“Others may, — but I cannot.” 

If we are to run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us, then we shall 
be glad and eager to forego some pleas- 
ures that others indulge in, in order that 
we may please and serve the One who 
has done so much for us. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Wade C. Smith’s Engagements 


OULDN’T you like to hear the man 

who draws the Little Jetts and 
writes the “Say, Fellows,—” lesson ar- 
ticle each week in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times? Mr. Smith has had a wide ex- 
perience as business man, pastor, writer, 
evangelist, and personal worker, and in 
many of his meetings he illustrates his 
messages with his own appealing little 
sketches made while he speaks. Here 
are some of his engagements for the 
autumn and winter: 


Oct. 6-13.—Rivermont Presbyterian Church, 
Lynchburg, Va. 
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Oct. 20-27.—Wallace Memorial United Presby- 
terian Church, Washington, D. C. 


Oct. 20 to Nov. 5.—Bethany Brethren Church, 
Yonkers, N. Y. 


Nov. 6-10.—First United Presbyterian Church, 
Oneonta, N. Y. 


Nov. 15, 1940 to April 1, 1941.—Florida Synod. 


Feb. 16 to Mar. 2.—First Presbyterian Church, 
Bartow, Fla. 


Apr. 2-10.—First United Presbyterian Church, 
Oak Park, Chicago. 

There may be pastors, Sunday school 
superintendents, and others in the cities 
named above who would like to arrange 
for other meetings conducted by Mr. 
Smith. He may always be addressed in 
care of THe SunpAy ScHoo, TIMEs, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia. 
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PIPE -TONE 
FOLDING ORGANS 


. the LAST WORD in substan- 
tial, convenient folding organs, 
marvelous volume, resonance 
and purity of tone. Tropically 
treated. enews over the world 


for 35 years. Write for free catalog. 


A. L. WHITE MFG. CO. 
506 N. Wolcott St. Chicago 








Christian Greeting Cards 


For Sale or for Personal Use 





CHRISTMAS GREETINGS—new, 

EXTRA attractive, with worthwhile senti- 

MONEY ments, many with Bible Texts,— 

EASILY in great variety of artistic settings,— 

EARNED J the type of Greetings Christian people 
are looking for. 








[ Children at Home 


Kola’s Good Samaritan 


Founded on fact 
By Nesta Reed 


OUR spindly brown legs under two 

enormous bundles of coarse grass 
were moving along a narrow country 
path in South India. Kola and his little 
brother Ramma were returning to their 
village after a long day of cutting the 
grass for fuel. 

In reaching the temple wall near their 
home, Kola heard a shout and hastily 
pulled Ramma out of the way into a 
muddy rice field. A big, haughty-look- 
ing man with his chin in the air was 
just coming out of the temple gateway. 
All people called “outcastes” knew this 
was a holy Brahman worshiper and 
none of them dared to come anywhere 
near, lest the great man should be de- 
filed ! 

Kola and his people had a bitter life, 
for they dared not use the village well, 
but had to trudge a long -way to the 
distant river for every drop of water. 
Little wonder they all made a small, 
filthy mud pond serve all purposes. 
When the boys got back to their hut 
in the outcastes’ quarter Kola’s mother 
sent him out to buy their evening meal. 
He had to go to a small shop on the 
outskirts of the village and then stand 
in the middle of the road and call to 
the owner for whatever he wanted to 
buy. He might not go any nearer than 
a certain given distance, and the old 
shopkeeper was in no hurry to serve 
him. At last he flung some grain husks 
into the cloth which Kola had spread 
on the ground. Picking up the copper 
coins near, the shopkeeper ran inside 
for he dreaded any contact with the 
outcaste boy, though his money was ac- 
cepted. Tying up the grain carefully in 
his cloth Kola turned to run home as 
quick as he could, lest he might be de- 
layed by meeting other Brahmans. 

Suddenly a band of fierce, half-starv- 





EVERY DAY Greetings,— comforting, 
ing messages of cheer to the sick an 
Birthday, etc., many with Bible Texts. 
Cards that are different—not found in stores—Boxed 
and Unboxed—good profit, no investment necessary, 
Write early for oie e Catalog and attractive Sale Plans. 


PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 


encourag- 
sorrowing. 





264 Laurel St. Dept.T. BUFFALO, N. Y. 











Checks alwa 


on time! 


What a blessing to know 
your income from a Wheaton 
Annuity is DEPENDABLE! 





A Sure Investment! 
Not affected by business 
ups and downs—no fluc- 
tuation in value. And 
where can you find more 
soul-satisfying assurance 
of helping train Christian 
young men and women 

or livesof useful service? 
WHEATON stands for 
the historic Christian 
faith and has hundreds of 
graduates in this and 41 
other countries doing ac- 
tive evangelizing work. 
A WHEATON COL- 
LEGE Life Annuity Con- 
tract may provide for a 
survivor, Saves ouworry, 
litigation and expense, 
reduces taxes, avoids loss. 


Mail Coupon for Free Book — 


“Pleasant Tomorrows” fully 
ching the advantages of 

TON Annuitics sent 
TREES noobligation. Write today 


Wheaton 


COLLEGE 
Dept. T-100 Wheaton, Illinois 





Wheaton students 
mailing ‘Rural Bible 


Crusade’* books 













MR. GEORGE V. KIRK, Vice-Pres. 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, llL., Dept. T-100 


Without obligation, please send me “Pleasant 
Tomorrows” giving life-income plan. 





(Mise Mr. Mrs.) 
Address 





City. State 
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* 
COKESBURY CLASS MAPS IN COLOR 


For use in every class or small department of the 
Sun school. Attractively printed in colors on 
durable paper-faced map Size, ze x 28 
inches. The best value in good maps for class 
1. New Testament Palestine. (Showing 
Journeys of Jesus—ideal for current les- 

sons in ‘Luke's Gospel."’) 


2. Old Testament Palestine. (Tribal divi- 
sions, cities of refuge. ) 


3. Egypt to Canaan. (Route of the Exodus, 
via Red Sea and Wilderness. ) 


4. Roman Empire and Journeys of Paul. 


5. Early Bible Lands. (Scene of early Old 
Testament history.) 
CLASS. MAPS—SINGLES—Class maps, tin-edged 
top and bottom, sold singly. Order by title. 
Price, 75 cents each. 



















































































CLASS MAPS—SET ‘‘B’”’ 
CLASS MAPS-—SET ‘‘B’’—The five maps mounted 


on strong wooden rollers, complete with folding metal 
tripod and tube case. (As id/ustrated.) 


Price, $4.95 the set. 


CLASS MAPS — SET ‘‘A’’—The five maps, tin-edged 
top and bottom. Without tripod but with tube case for 
storage. Price, $3.50 the set. 








THE BIBLE WORLD MAP 




















This large map, size 3x5 feet, is for use in every de- 
pea eri or large class of the Sunday school. It is 

in full colors on durable paper-faced map 
cloth. ive maps in one: Shows the known world of 
both ‘Old ‘Testament and New Testament Palestine. It 
the supposed site of the Garden of Eden, and 
traces the route of the Exodus and the jourmaye of 
Paul (by number). The Bible World Map will help 
in the teaching of all Bible-centered lessons. 


Mounted on solid rollers. In tube case. Price, $3.75 


Mounted en Patented Spring Roller (operates like a 
windew shade). In tube case. Price, $4.50 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 
Nashville, Tennessee 
( At Your Own Religious Supply House) 
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ing, pariah dogs dashed across the road, 
all fighting and pursuing one that had 
managed to get a small dried-up bone. 
An old sweeper man in their way was 
thrown down with his broom and basket, 
and the dogs surged over him as they 
rushed past. People near who saw the 
old man fall only roared with laughter. 
“Was he not a wretched old outcaste; the 
dogs might well throw him aside.” Kola, 
however, knew the sweeper as a neigh- 
bor, so he ran to help him up or drag 
him to the roadside for safety. The old 
man was heavy, and the boy could not 
move him at all. To Kola’s surprise he 
heard a kind voice saying: 

“Can I help you?” and the boy looked 
up to see a young Indian student in 
spotless white clothes who, without 
pausing a moment, kneeled down on the 
dusty road to examine the old man’s in- 
jured leg. 

“He has sprained his ankle,” he said, 
and tearing off a long strip from his 
loose white garment he rolled it up 
tightly as a bandage. Kola was more 
than astonished to see this young, edu- 
cated, and high-class youth touching the 
dirty old sweeper. 

“Now, friend,” he said, “I think with 
our help you could walk a bit, and we 
will try to get you home. I can come 
very soon to see how you are.” 

Kola gazed open-mouthed, for he was 
sure the young student was a high-class 
Brahman, but when he told his family 
they all refused to believe it. The boy 
remembered that the stranger had said 
he would see the old sweeper again. 
Next day toward dusk a band of young 
men and a white sahib arrived in the 
outcastes’ quarters to give a lantern pic- 
ture talk. Suddenly Kola saw the same 
student in their midst. Everyone turned 
out to see and hear, and the pictures 
illustrating the story of the Good Sa- 
maritan were such as to grip the people. 
Suddenly Kola jumped up in his excite- 
ment and shouted, “There he is right in 
front of you,” and all turned to stare 
at a very embarrassed young student. 

Kola, however, would not hush; he 
was so eager to show the living example 
he had met only the day before on the 
dusty road leading to their village. 

“Well, my boy, come up here and tell 
us all about it,” said the missionary, 
and Kola needed no second bidding. 
With the people eagerly listening he told 
about the old sweeper and all the young 
student had done for him. The mis- 
sionary smiled his approval as he said, 
“Truly, my friends, that is indeed a faint 
picture of what the Lord Jesus has done 
for us sinners, bruised and broken on 
the hard road of life. This young stu- 
dent is the son of the head of a strict 
caste village in our district. He has 
been with us in our Christian school 
for some years and will be baptized 
next worship day. He with several out- 
caste boys will confess their faith in the 
Saviour of us all.” 

“Oh, how I should like to come and 
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( ORGANIZATION FUNDS » 
Quickly, Easily Earned 


Our cooperative plan is now being used with 
remarkable success by thousands of women’s 
church ipciedes, clubs and other organizations. 
Unusuall rofits can be earned quickly, 
easily, p AA by filling orders for Gott- 
schalk’s Metal Sponges, which are Ce | 
used in millions of homes. Nearly every 
aoe a sale. Let us tell you how we have been 
elping church workers for 20 years. Write 
soner F oq 


fu al pececsiers ESC pec Aes 


} —y & ‘Mascher St., Phila., 
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You can win souls, using 


THE WAY OF LIFE 


120,000 ISSUED 
by Norman B. Harrison—treating, What Is a Chris- 
tian? How to Become a Christian. How to Live a 
Christian Life. Widely used by pastors, evangelists, 
personal workers. Just what you need 
16 pages—25 cents a dozen; $2.00 per 100 


Free for 2. 5 —- with order for His Joy, His 


mofort or His Sure Return. 
Oc tober © Send only 25 cents 


THE HARRISON SERVICE 
Bloomington Lake Sta. Minneapolis, Minn. 





see it,” cried Kola. 
permission to do so?” 

“Yes, if you will come in time, and 
sit quite still on the bank of the river.” 
It meant that Kola had to arise a long 
time before dawn to reach the place 
where the school boys were to be bap- 
tized, but nothing stopped him. After- 
ward, he was so glad and thankful to 
have been there, for his hero and friend 
was shortly after killed in an accident. 
His example was not in vain, for the 
outcaste boy, with a keen purpose to try 
to be a good Samaritan to others, is 
carrying on “as best he can. 

At schvol now, and in his village, 
they know he is always ready to help 
anyone in need, and some have come 
to know his Saviour through his deeds 
of loving-kindness. 


“Might I be given 





With the New Books 





Calvinism—An Interpretation of Its 
Basic Ideas. By H. Henry Meeter, Th.D., 
Professor of Bible and Calvinism, Calvin 
College, Grand Rapids, Mich. (Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., $2.) Here is a timely and much 
needed book, It is probably one of the 
most valuable books on the subject since 
Dr. Abraham Kuyper’s lectures on Cal- 
vihism were given in 1898 at Princeton. 
Dr. Meeter’s study of the basic princi- 
ples of Calvinism will be an inspiration, 
perhaps an illumination, to every 
thoughtful reader. He shows the vital 
relationship of these principles to in- 
dividual, social, national, and interna- 
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tional life. His interpretation of the 
theology of Calvin is sane and true. 
He shows that all authority in govern- 
ment derives from God and he distin- 
guishes between the true and the false 
domains of government. He finds no 
socialism in Calvinism. His chapters on 
The Relation of Church and State, on 
Internationalism, and on War would, if 
carefully and honestly considered, con- 
vert many pacifists and modernists and 
compel a new type of preaching which 
would revolutionize and purify the life 
of nations. 

If the preaching of Calvin and of Cal- 
vinism produced the Protestant Refor- 
mation and its resultant culture and 
freedom, then surely the passionate 
preaching of these same doctrines to- 
day would produce the spirit that would 
hinder and overthrow despots. Every 
preacher and patriotic layman should 
study this book. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


October 14 to 20 


Mon.—Luke 3:1-6. Make Ready for the Lord. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord.” God is always very 
careful to prepare. His throne is “pre- 
pared” for judgment, his “goodness for 
the poor,” and the holy city for his 
people. We, too, should prepare for 
every good work, and the way for saints 
to grow spiritually and for sinners to 
come to the Saviour. Avoidance of 
spiritual sloth is a primary present duty. 
Pray for India North West Mission, 19 
Woodend Dr., Glasgow, Scotland. 
Tues.—Luke 13:1-5. The Need of Repentance. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Cases 
of judgment upon incorrigible sinners 
are mentioned by the Lord. The soul 
that will not turn will have to burn. 
In themselves resolutions are vain. The 
voice of repentance is the voice. of 
prayer. “Behold he prayeth.” The very 
pith of repentance is godly fear. With 
God more present in our assemblies 
more sinners will be weeping over sin. 
Pray fer a greater work of the Spirit 
in the churches. 
Wed.—Luke 3:10-14. “‘What Must We Do?” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “What shall we 
do then?” Not all inquirers are sincere. 
Minds turn to God quicker than hearts. 
“To will is present” in the mind; when 
“how to perform” is not in the heart 
(Rom. 7:18). Many know Christ as 
Teacher who do not know him as Sav- 
iour and Lord. Remission of sins is pre- 
requisite to doing what is good. Pray 
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for Fort Wayne Bible Institute, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 


Thurs.—Psalm 51:1-10. Personal Preparation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow.” A clean 
heart is the best preparation for life 
and service. Vessels “meet for the Mas- 
ter’s use” must be washed. The clean 
Christian has the best defense against 
Satan. God’s grace in clean hearts is 
greater than any temptation. The en- 
croachment of sin through the intellect, 
affections, and the will requires our 
constant cleansing by the word and 
blood of Christ. Pray for a cleansing 
of mind and heart. 
Fri.—Luke 3:7-9. Fruits of Repentance. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Fruits worthy of 
repentance.” Repentance when real has 
its essential accompaniments.’ These 
deserve a place in this Godward atti- 
tude: humility, shame of face, self-ab- 
horrence, faith, prayer, and a turning to 
God from sin. Saul and Judas are ex- 
amples of false repentance, and David, 
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9000 workers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, Scri 
ture calendars, beautiful new KRYSTAL a 
and velvet Scripture mottoes, Scripture Greet- 
ing Cards. Good Commission. Send for free 
a and price list. 

ORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 
me. 6-M Monon Bidg. CHICAGO, ILL. 














BY-PATHS IN THE 
BIBLE COUNTRY 


By Prof. Charles A. S. Dwight, Ph.D. 
This book is different! Departing from 
the usual procedure, Prof. Dwight takes the 
reader through the Scriptures—stopping at 
the seldom discussed passages, much as 
the nature lover takes to the by-paths 
and deep woodlands to find the rarities 
of God’s creation. Here are choice one- 
minute messages that will be welcomed by 
all who Jove, study or teach God’s Word. 
128 pages, cloth $1.00 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street Chicago, Ill. 





Announcing the Publication of : 


THE BRIDGE OF CARAVANS 


by Frances Jenkins Olcott 


626 miles of adventure — Cypriote, Turkish, Syrian —are told 
off with enthusiasm hallowing knowledge by the author; illustrated 
by 18 full-page reproductions of original photographs. Miss Olcott 
packs her description with atmosphere, archaeology, history, pic- 
tures of the little countries which have produced humanity’s great 
stories because of_great personalities. 


$2.00 





W. A. WILDE CO., 127 Clarendon St., Boston 




























Gell Del _ ere Line oy rane , 


You can make bigger profits selling the well-known ‘‘Sunshine Line.’’ Christ- « 

honoring cards are ever increasing in favor. World conditions will make them 

in greater demand this year. They sell faster because they please more people. 

New 1940 line is:superb in beauty and variety. Selected Scripture texts and 

appropriate sentiments make the ‘‘Sunshine Line’’ the leader. Includes SOc and 
De Luxe Assortments. Aliso 


name-imprinted” greeting cards and calendars. 


BUILD UP YEAR-ROUND BUSINESS... SELL COMPLETE LINE 
Write for our new Holiday catalog showing fast-selling line of Plaques, Mottoes, 
Stationery, the famous Egermeier’s Bible Story Book and new Triumphant Life 
Scripture-Text Calendar. You can enjoy a good income all year, part or full time, 
Three offices for rapid service. Write nearest one today. 


MANY aay PysUaUaas 














Banks — Pastor — Superint — Teach 
Catalog Free Write for your copy 
WILLIAM H. DIETZ, 10 3 Wabash Ave. Dept. 16 Chicago 


The House of a Thousand Things for the Church 
Bibles— Maps— Object Talks— Lesson Quarterlies—Contests 
Chairs—Special Day Supplies 
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SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRISTIAN 


Ous | me of 38 24 Detaze Gertotene | Zoat th mee inp Delpons is withoat 
rt Folders . Our companten 
= oth 1s¢ = Be “Text ‘olders for Rsi-3e “Sick . Sympathy, ¢ 
sells re at rok All have envelopes to m 
1 gend either of the above pod TW for 6Sc. 
on first order, 


We “toature, 9 other Assortments: also Bibles, Stationery, Wall 
laques, C lars, etc. Organized groups earn faunas. No experi- 
ence needed e orders now! 


SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO., Shepherdstown, Pa., Box 310 


VICTORY ALL THE WAY 


By Clark J. Forcey, Th.D. 


Author, Pastor, and Radio Minister 





The Christian's supreme need, these days, is 
“Victory.” There is a place of triumph in Christ 
for every born-again child of God. 

“Victory All the Way,” God's ideal for every 


believer, shows how to maintain such a glorious 

life through trust in Christ's strength alone rather 

than reliance on one’s own power and ability. 
Attractive art stock covers, 112 pages, only We 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street Chicago, Ill. 





SOMETHING NEW IN 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


A regular postcard with a reproduction of some famous 
painting anda Senpeure Message. Suitable for corres- 
pondence or to send as greetings. Four different titles, 


Only 10 cents a dozen; 75 cents per 100. 
Orper Yours aT ONCE. 


FAITH, PRAYER AND TRACT LEAGUE 
Dept. T 


MUSKEGON HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN 
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Manasseh, Job, Nineveh, Peter, Zac- 
cheeus, and the thief on the cross of true 
sorrow for sin. A test of the genuine is 
seen in 2 Corinthians 7:10. Pray for 
Stony Brook School, Stony Brook, L. L, 
| *% Ss 


Sat.—Luke 3:15-17. Expectant Faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The people were 
in expectation.” The ministry of John 
the Baptist raised the spirit of expec- 
tancy in Israel, His Christ-centered, 
Spirit-attended preaching prepared the 
way ofthe Lord. Similarly God's people 
now are being roused to look for the 
“second coming” of Christ. Expectation 
is ardent. “The end of all things is at 
hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayer” (1 Pet. 4:7). Pray for the 
awakening of God’s universal Church. 


Sun.—Luke 3:18-22. Glad Tidings. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “My beloved Son 
. I am well pleased.” God consoles 
his servants. In the days of his flesh 
our blessed Lord received consolation 
from Heaven. Between the gloomy days 
of John’s arrest and imprisonment and 
the terrible temptation in the wilderness, 
the Father’s voice from Heaven cheered 
his beloved Son. It is by the Word of 
God that we, too, are comforted. Pray 
for all suffering Jews. 





day in our school.'’—Kans. 
+» « most 


seem interested when the . . 


lessons.’’—Kans. 


The magazine for 
Sunday School. At- 
tractive, practical, 
full of helpful ma- 
terial; issued month- 
ly. Rates: $1.00 per 
year; 3 years for 
only $2.00. Write fice 
samplecopy TODAY: 





@ How shall the children know of God and His Word 
unless they be taught—be diligently taught? 

How diligently is the Bible taught in your Sunday 
School? The diligent teaching of the Bible, not just 
lessons from the Bible, is the program of 


THE ALL BIBLE GRADED SERIES 
of SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 
MOSES WAS RIGHT! Echoed by the growing num- 


ROLL CALL—ALL DEPARTMENTS 


“How @ feel to know that we 
+ Kee God’s Will to these [ittle 


ae the PRIMARY DAYS. 8 
am so glad that | was fortunate 
enough to discover them.’’—Pa, 
“We like our Scripture Press sup- 

plies and feel the dawning of a new 


our increase has been 
on ‘the part of the boys who did not 
° lessons were 
taught in the regulation way.”—Tenn. 

*. « « have learned more of the Bible 
in these past eighteen months than in six 
years of previous Bible teaching of .. « 











































ber of Sunday Schools 
adopting this approved Series 
of ALL-BIBLE lessons. This Se- 
ries conforms also to the sound 
pedagogical principle of De- 
partmental grading—all class- 
es of each department study 
the same lesson each Sunday. 


INVESTIGATE NOW! These are the most 
crucial months of the Sunday School year 
FREE! Com ae compendium containing 
themes and scripture references of 78 


lessons (14 years) from er through 
Senior Dep't. Send 10c are postage. 
For current manuals, ar prices: 


teacher's 25c, pupil's "100. 


OUR NEW CATALOG 


Sunday School supplies and materials. 
Write for a copy— 


THE SCRIPTURE PRESS, Inc. 


800 N. CLARK ST. CHICAGO, ILL. Dept, SS-10 
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Correspondence and Review Editor: 
Laura Z, LEFEVRE 
Manager Subscription Department: 


D. T. RicHMAN 


Circulation and Advertising Manager: 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, two years, $4. One copy, five 
years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year: 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe SuNpAy ScHoot TIMES sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Trmegs. 


At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Trmes notified its Canadian Club 
Secretaries to collect the usual club sub- 
scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the Tres 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus re- 
ceived on their remittance would pay for. 
This plan avoided the necessity of collect- 
ing <.ffering amounts from the members of 
their clubs. 

Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seems to be satisfactory to the Can- 
adian friends, as five weeks covers the 11 
per cent exchange. 

Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 


does, the Times bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 


Sending remittance by Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 


to follow. 
Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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